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T��h��e�� �� u�� n�� d�� e�� r�� si�� g�� n�� e�� d��  �� or�� g�� a�� n�� i�� sa�� ti�� on�� s �� e�� x�� p�� r�� e�� ss �� th�� e�� i�� r��  �� ser�� i�� ou�� s �� c�� o�� n�� cer�� n��  �� r�� e�� g�� a�� r�� d�� i�� n�� g��  �� th�� e��  �� i�� m�� m�� e�� d�� i�� a�� t�� e��  �� r�� i�� s�� k �� o�� f��  
d��e��p��or�� t�� a�� ti�� on��  �� of��  �� M�� a�� k�� si�� m��  �� K�� u�� zmi�� n��  �� b�� a�� ck��  �� t�� o��  �� R�� u�� ssi�� a�� ,��  �� a�� s �� h�� e��  �� i�� s��  �� a�� p�� p�� r�� oach�� i�� n�� g��  �� a��  �� y�� e�� t �� a�� n�� o�� th�� e�� r—a��n��d�� �� p�� r��ob�� a�� b�� l�� y��  �� th�� e��  
u��l��ti��m��a��t��e— h��e��a��r�� i�� n�� g��  �� on��  �� A�� p�� r�� i�� l��  �� 2nd 20��26�� a ��t ��t��h��e��  �� R�� e�� g�� i�� on�� a�� l��  �� A�� d�� m�� i�� n�� i�� s�� tr�� a�� ti�� v�� e��  �� Co�� u�� r�� t �� i�� n��  �� K�� a�� u�� n�� a�� s,��  �� L�� i�� th�� u�� a�� n�� i�� a�� . 

M��ak��sim ��K�� u�� z�� min��  �� is �� a �� Russi�� an��  �� c�� iti�� z�� en��  �� f�� r�� o�� m �� K�� alin�� in�� g�� r�� a�� d��  �� an�� d��  �� a �� r�� ese�� r�� v�� e �� milit�� ary �� offi�� c�� er��  �� w�� h�� o �� r�� e�� f�� u�� se�� d��  �� t�� o �� s�� u�� p�� p�� or�� t��  
t��h��e �� illeg��al �� w�� ar �� of �� ag�� gr�� ess�� ion��  �� i�� n��  �� Uk�� r�� ain�� e��  �� an�� d��  �� s�� t�� art�� e�� d��  �� t�� o �� e�� n�� g�� ag�� e �� in��  �� an�� ti-w ��ar �� activitie�� s �� an�� d��  �� e�� v�� en�� t�� u�� ally��  �� w�� as 
f ��or ��c��ed��  �� t�� o��  �� fle�� e �� h�� is �� c�� o�� u�� n�� t�� ry �� an�� d��  �� s�� ee�� k��  �� p�� r�� ot�� ecti�� on�� �� ab�� r ��oa�� d�� . He�� �� a��p�� p�� l�� i�� e�� d��  �� f�� o�� r��  �� p�� r�� ot�� e�� cti�� on��  �� i�� n��  �� L�� i�� t�� h�� u�� a�� n�� i�� a��  �� w�� h�� e�� r�� e��  �� h�� e��  
h��a��s ��b�� e�� e�� n��  �� d�� e�� cl�� a�� r�� e�� d��  �� a��  �� t�� h�� r�� e�� a�� t �� t�� o �� n�� a�� ti�� on�� a�� l��  �� securit�� y�� , �� p�� l�� a�� ci�� n�� g��  �� h�� i�� m��  �� u�� n�� d�� e�� r��  �� i�� m�� m�� e�� d�� i�� a�� t�� e��  �� r�� i�� sk. 

B��a��c��k ��g��r�� o�� u�� n�� d 

F ��ollo��w�� in�� g �� t�� h�� e �� b�� egi�� n�� n�� i�� n�� g �� of��  �� Russia’�� s �� f�� u�� ll-sc ��ale��  �� in��v�� asion��  �� o�� f��  �� Uk�� r�� ain�� e �� in��  �� F�� e�� b�� ru�� ary �� 20�� 2�� 2, �� M�� ak�� sim �� K�� u�� z�� mi�� n��  
p��u��b��lic�� ly��  �� c�� o�� n�� d�� em�� n�� e�� d��  �� t�� h�� e��  �� w�� ar �� an�� d��  �� d�� eci�� d�� ed��  �� t�� o��  �� lea�� v�� e��  �� Russia �� p�� er�� man�� en�� t�� ly�� . 

Fr ��om��  �� 19�� 95��  �� t�� o��  �� 2�� 00�� 0��  �� h�� e �� s�� t�� u�� d�� ie�� d��  �� a�� t��  �� t�� h�� e �� M�� ilit�� ary �� En�� g�� in�� ee�� ri�� n�� g �� Ac�� ad�� em�� y�� . �� Aft�� er��  �� gr�� ad�� u�� a�� ti�� n�� g�� , �� h�� e��  �� ser�� v�� ed��  �� f�� or��  �� one��  
y ��ea��r �� in��  �� t�� h�� e �� c�� on�� s�� t�� r�� u�� c�� ti�� o�� n��  �� ad�� m�� in�� is�� t�� r�� a�� ti�� o�� n��  �� o�� f��  �� t�� h�� e��  �� M�� osc�� o�� w��  �� M�� ili�� t�� ary �� D�� is�� t�� ri�� c�� t�� , �� w�� h�� er�� e �� h�� e �� w�� or�� k�� ed��  �� o�� n��  �� t�� h�� e��  
c ��on��s��t��ru�� c�� ti�� on��  �� of��  �� h�� ou�� si�� n�� g �� f�� or��  �� milit�� ary �� p�� er�� son�� n�� el. �� In��  �� 20�� 02��  �� h�� e le��ft�� �� t��h��e �� arm�� y �� a�� n�� d��  �� su�� b�� s�� eq�� u�� en�� t�� ly��  �� sp�� e�� n�� t��  �� mo�� r�� e��  
t��h��an��  �� t��w�� en�� t�� y y�� ea�� r�� s �� w�� or�� k�� i�� n�� g �� in��  �� t�� h�� e �� c�� ivilia�� n��  �� c�� on�� s�� t�� ru�� c�� ti�� on��  �� sect�� or��  �� a�� n�� d��  �� in��  �� b�� u�� si�� n�� ess. 

In�� ��N��o��v��ember �� 2�� 02�� 2��  �� h�� e �� m�� o�� v�� ed��  �� t�� o��  �� Lit�� h�� u�� a�� n�� ia �� w�� it�� h��  �� h�� i�� s �� f�� amily �� a�� n�� d��  �� ap�� p�� lied��  �� f�� or��  �� a��  �� r�� esid�� en�� c�� e��  �� p�� er�� m�� it�� . 

D��ec��ision�� s �� o�� f��  �� t�� h�� e �� mig�� ra�� ti�� o�� n��  �� a�� u�� t�� h�� o�� ri�� ti�� es��  �� a�� n�� d��  �� c�� o�� u�� r�� t��  �� p�� ro�� c�� ee�� d�� in�� g�� s 

Th��e ��Lit�� h�� u�� an�� i�� an��  �� M�� igr�� a�� ti�� on �� D�� e�� p�� art�� ment��  �� r�� e�� f�� u�� sed��  �� t�� o��  �� g�� r�� an�� t��  �� h�� im��  �� a �� r�� esid�� en�� c�� e��  �� p�� er�� mit��  �� an�� d��  �� d�� ecla�� r�� ed��  �� h�� im��  �� a��  �� t�� h�� r�� ea�� t��  
t��o ��n��a��ti�� o�� n�� al �� secu�� rit�� y��, �� c�� iti�� n�� g �� h�� is �� e�� d�� u�� c�� a�� ti�� o�� n��  �� a�� t��  �� a��  �� milit�� ary �� ac�� ad�� em�� y mo�� r�� e��  �� t�� h�� an��  �� t�� w�� en�� t�� y y�� ea�� r�� s �� ag�� o. 

M��ak��sim �� K�� u�� z�� min��  �� c�� h�� all�� en�� g�� ed��  �� t�� h�� is �� d�� ecision��  �� i�� n��  �� c�� ou�� rt��  �� an�� d��  �� w�� on��  �� t�� h�� e �� c�� ase:��  �� t�� h�� e �� c�� ou�� rt��  �� an�� n�� u�� ll�� ed��  �� b�� oth��  �� t�� h�� e��  
d��ep��o��rt��a�� ti�� on o�� r�� d�� er��  �� an�� d��  �� t�� h�� e �� en�� t�� ry b�� a�� n�� . T�� h�� e �� S�� u�� p�� r�� em�� e �� C�� ou�� rt��  �� o�� f��  �� Lit�� h�� u�� an�� ia��  �� su�� b�� s�� eq�� u�� e�� n�� t�� ly��  �� u�� p�� h�� el�� d��  �� t�� h�� is �� r�� u�� li�� n�� g. 

D��esp�� it��e ��t�� h�� es�� e �� d�� ecision�� s, �� i�� n��  �� 20�� 23��  �� h�� e �� w�� as �� d�� e�� t�� ain�� e�� d��  �� a�� n�� d��  �� h�� ad��  �� t�� o��  �� ap�� p�� ly��  �� f�� or��  �� as�� yl�� u�� m �� in��  �� or�� d�� er��  �� t�� o �� a�� v�� oi�� d��  �� immi�� n�� en�� t��  
d��ep��o��rt��a�� ti�� on t�� o��  �� Russia. 

In�� �� 20��24��  �� t�� h�� e��  �� M�� igr�� a�� ti�� on �� D�� ep�� art�� me�� n�� t��  �� ag�� ain��  �� r�� e�� f�� u�� s�� ed��  �� t�� o �� gr�� a�� n�� t��  �� M�� ak�� sim �� K�� u�� z�� min��  �� as�� yl�� u�� m �� a�� n�� d��  �� or�� d�� er�� ed��  �� h�� is��  
d��ep��o��rt��a�� ti�� on��  �� t�� o �� t�� h�� e �� Russi�� an��  �� F�� ed�� er�� a�� ti�� on�� , �� d�� esp�� it�� e �� p�� r�� e�� viou�� s �� c�� ou�� rt��  �� ru�� lin�� gs �� es�� t�� a�� b�� lish�� in�� g �� t�� h�� a�� t��  �� h�� e �� d�� oe�� s �� n�� ot �� p�� os�� e��  
a ��t��h��r��ea�� t��  �� t�� o �� n�� a�� ti�� o�� n�� al �� secu�� r�� it�� y�� . 

In�� ��Jan��u�� ary �� 20�� 26��  �� h�� e �� s�� u�� b�� m�� itt�� ed��  �� c�� om�� p�� lai�� n�� t�� s �� t�� o �� t�� h�� e �� P�� r�� ose�� c�� u�� t�� or��  �� Ge�� n�� er�� a�� l’�� s �� Offic�� e, �� t�� h�� e �� M�� in�� is�� t�� ry o�� f��  �� t�� h�� e �� In�� t�� er�� io�� r��  
an��d�� �� oth�� er��  �� Lit�� h�� u�� an�� ia�� n��  �� s�� t�� a�� t�� e �� in�� s�� ti�� t�� u�� ti�� o�� n�� s, �� ar�� gu�� in�� g��  �� t�� h�� a�� t��  �� d�� ep�� or�� t�� a�� ti�� o�� n��  �� t�� o �� Russi�� a �� w�� o�� u�� ld��  �� p�� u�� t��  �� h�� is��  �� sa�� f�� e�� t�� y �� at��  �� risk��  
d��u��e�� ��t��o�� �� h�� is �� an�� ti-w ��ar �� p��ositi�� on��  �� a�� n�� d��  �� h�� is �� s�� t�� a�� t�� u�� s �� as a ��r��es��er�� v�� e �� offi�� c�� e�� r ��. 

Civic��  �� eng�� a�� g�� eme�� n�� t��  �� in��  �� Lit�� h�� u�� a�� n�� i�� a 

D��u��ri��n�� g �� h�� is �� ti�� me �� in��  �� L�� it�� h�� u�� an�� ia, �� M�� ak�� sim �� K�� u�� z�� min��  �� h�� a�� s �� b�� ee�� n��  �� activ�� ely �� in�� v�� olv�� ed��  �� in��  �� p�� u�� b�� lic��  �� lif�� e. �� H�� e �� or�� g�� an�� is�� ed��  �� a��  
ru��n��n�� in�� g �� c�� om�� m�� u�� n�� it�� y �� an�� d��  �� h�� elp�� ed��  �� l�� au�� n�� c�� h��  �� t�� h�� e �� i�� n�� t�� er�� n�� a�� ti�� onal �� p�� a�� rk�� ru�� n��  �� p�� r�� oj�� ect��  �� in��  �� V�� il�� n�� iu�� s.��  �� Acc�� or�� d�� in�� g �� t�� o��  �� t�� h�� e��  
or ��g ��an�� iser�� s, �� t�� h�� ese��  �� e�� v�� en�� t�� s �� b�� r�� ou�� gh�� t��  �� t�� h�� ou�� sa�� n�� d�� s��  �� of �� s�� p�� or�� t�� s �� t�� ou��ris��t��s ��t�� o��  �� t�� h�� e��  �� c�� it�� y��. �� H�� e �� h�� as �� als�� o �� p�� arti�� c�� i�� p�� a�� t�� ed��  �� in��  �� an�� ti-
w ��ar �� d�� emo�� n�� s�� t�� r�� a�� ti�� on�� s �� a�� n�� d��  �� c�� h�� arit�� y �� sp�� or�� ti�� n�� g �� e�� v�� e�� n�� t�� s �� su�� p�� p�� or�� ti�� n�� g �� Russian��  �� w�� ar �� r�� e�� sis�� t�� er�� s, �� as �� w�� ell �� as �� f�� u�� n�� d�� r�� ai�� sin�� g��  
in��iti��a��ti�� v��es �� t�� o��  �� assis�� t��  �� Uk�� r�� ain�� e. 

Ca��ll ��f��o�� r in�� t�� ern�� a�� ti�� o�� n�� a�� l �� p�� ro�� t�� ec�� ti�� o�� n 



The undersigned organizations are alarmed that because  Maksim Kuzmin is a consistent and genuine 
conscientious objector to war, there are substantial grounds to believe that if returned to the Russian 
Federation he could face mobilisation and be forcibly sent to fight in the war against Ukraine, where he 
could be compelled to participate in war crimes under threat of violence or severe punishment. 

During his time in Lithuania, he has given no reason whatsoever to suggest that he supports Russia’s 
criminal war against Ukraine. 

We call thus for immediate international protection for Maxim Kuzmin. 

Appeal  to the Lithuanian Court 

In light of the above, we respectfully call on the Court to: 

• carefully examine all circumstances of the case; 

• take into account previous court rulings confirming that Maksim Kuzmin does not constitute a 
threat to national security; 

• consider the real risk of mobilisation and persecution should he be deported to Russia; 

• ensure compliance with international obligations concerning the protection of refugees and 
human rights; 

• provide Maksim Kuzmin with the opportunity to obtain international protection. 

We recall that protecting individuals who refuse to participate in a war of aggression -that violates 
international law and involves crimes against humanity- and those who exercise the human right to 
conscientious objection to military service is prescribed by international human rights law and 
standards. 

We, finally, call on the Lithuanian authority to fully align with international standards and duly 
implement the UNHCR Guidelines on International Protection n. 101. 

 
Signing organizations (in alphabetical order) 

1. Aktionsgemeinschaft Dienst für den Frieden (AGDF) – Germany  

2. Association of the Greek Conscientious Objectors – Greece  

3. Associazione Good Samaritan – Italy  

4. Center for Encounter and active Non-violence – Austria  

5. Center on Conscience & War – USA  
6. Centro Gandhi di Ivrea – Italy   

7. Community of Christ, British Isles Mission Center – United Kingdom  

8. Connection e.V. 

9. Conscientious Objection Watch – Turkey  

10. Coordination des Associations et des Particuliers pour la Liberté de Conscience – France  

11. European Bureau for Conscientious Objection (EBCO) 

12. Fellowship of Reconciliation – USA  

13. FemArtAct Social Cooperative – Greece  

14. FOR India (Indian branch of IFOR) – India  

15. FOR Zimbabwe (Zimbabwean branch of IFOR) – Zimbabwe 

16. German Peace Society-United War Resisters (DFG-VK) – Germany  

 
1 https://www.unhcr.org/media/guidelines-international-protection-no-10-claims-refugee-status-related-military-service  

https://www.unhcr.org/media/guidelines-international-protection-no-10-claims-refugee-status-related-military-service


17. Giuristi Democratici – Italy  

18. Initiative for Conscientious Objection in Cyprus – Cyprus  

19. INNATE – Ireland  

20. Institute of Peace and Law – Ukraine   

21. International Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR) 

22. International Peace Bureau (IPB) 

23. Internationale der Kriegsdienstgegner*innen (IDK) 

24. Internationaler Versöhnungsbund (Austrian branch of IFOR) – Austria  

25. Kerk en Vrede – Netherlands  

26. Mesarvot – Israel  

27. MIR Italy (Italian branch of IFOR) – Italy 

28. MIR-France (French branch of IFOR) – France  

29. Our House – Belarus & Lithuania  

30. Peace Movement of Leuven – Belgium  

31. Pressenza International - Press Agency for Peace and Noviolence 

32. Stop Fuelling War, Cesser d’alimenter la guerre – France  

33. Stoparmy Movement – Russia  

34. Un ponte per – Italy  

35. Vrede vzw – Belgium  

36. Vredesactie – Belgium  

37. War Resisters’ International (WRI) 

38. World Without War – South Korea 


