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Rebalancing world military spending for a sustainable and peaceful future
Record military spending threatens global peace and development,

new UN report warns
 
9 September 2025, New York - Following a decade-long military build-up, global military spending
hit a record high in 2024, soaring by more than nine per cent from 2023 and signaling a dangerous
move away from the principles of the UN Charter.

Amid an era of geopolitical tension and distrust fueling unprecedented death and destruction
around the world, the UN Secretary-General’s report, The Security We Need: Rebalancing Military
Spending for a Sustainable and Peaceful Future, urges UN Member States to recalibrate security
and development priorities. 

“The evidence is clear: excessive military spending does not guarantee peace,” says UN Secretary-
General António Guterres who launched the report today. “It often undermines it - fueling arms
races, deepening mistrust and diverting resources from the very foundations of stability.”

Global military spending, which hit $2.7 trillion last year, according to the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute, is projected to reach $6.6 trillion by 2035 if current trends persist. The
massive diversion of resources poses a serious threat to humanity's future by undermining
sustainable peace and development.

Moreover, the report reveals a stark paradox: as military spending soars to record levels, the world
is critically off-track to meet the 2030 deadline for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)—
humanity's blueprint for a more equitable future. The annual financing gap for the SDGs is already
$4 trillion and could widen to $6.4 trillion in the coming years.

A heavy burden for economies, people and planet

Global military spending is not only increasing in absolute terms, but its share of the global
economy is rising as well. Since 2022, it has climbed from 2.2 per cent to 2.5 per cent of the world's
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and from 6.6 per cent to 7.1 per cent of government budgets. The
shift is widespread, with more than 100 countries boosting their military spending in 2024 alone. 

https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/full-text
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
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Additionally, development financing has not kept pace with rising military spending. Official
development assistance (ODA) has reduced even as the development financing gap widens, the
report warns. 

Rising military spending is expected to add to already high levels of public debt, burdening future
generations and limiting their development. For example, the report reveals that a one percent
increase in military spending in low- and middle-income countries is linked to an almost equal
reduction in public health services, potentially jeopardizing pandemic preparedness and other life-
saving health programmes. 

“We need a new vision of security—human-centered and rooted in the UN Charter. A vision that
safeguards people, not just borders; that prioritizes institutions, equity and planetary
sustainability,” says the UN High Representative for Disarmament Affairs, Izumi Nakamitsu.
“Rebalancing global priorities is not optional—it is an imperative for humanity’s survival.”

The report is a critical intervention at a global inflection point—a time when people feel
increasingly insecure, new interconnected risks are emerging and inequalities continue to grow.

Investing in our shared future

"We are in a world where fissures are deepening, official development assistance is falling, and
human development progress is slowing,” adds the Acting Administrator of the UN Development
Programme, Haoliang Xu.

“But we know that development is a driver of security and multilateral development cooperation
works. When people’s lives improve, when they have access to education, healthcare, economic
opportunities and when they can live lives of dignity and self-determination, we will have more
peaceful societies and a more peaceful world.”

The report calls for a fundamental recalibration of global security and development strategies,
prioritizing diplomacy and international cooperation to reverse the current trend of escalating
military spending. It makes a clarion call for investing in sustainable development because even a
small fraction of military spending can make a big difference in people’s lives. 

Less than four per cent (or $93 billion) of $2.7 trillion is needed annually to end hunger by 2030. A
little over 10 per cent ($285 billion) can fully vaccinate every child. With $5 trillion, the world could
fund 12 years of quality education of every child in low- and lower-middle-income countries. 

Moreover, while military spending generates jobs, other civil sectors can generally create more
jobs with the same resources—$1 billion in military spending can create approximately 11,200
jobs in the military but it can create 26,700 in education, 16,800 in clean energy and 17,200 in
health care. 

Reinvesting 15 per cent or $387 billion of the global military spending is more than enough to
cover the annual costs of climate change adaptation in developing countries. It would also reduce
emissions intensity: by some estimates, each dollar spent on the military generates over twice the
greenhouse gas emissions of a dollar invested in civilian sectors.
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ABOUT THE REPORT

Voicing concern over the potential impact that the global increase in military expenditures could
have on investments in sustainable development and peace, UN Member States requested the
Secretary-General to analyse the impact of the global increase in military expenditure on the
achievement of the SDGs as one of the key outcomes of the Summit of the Future as laid out in
the Pact for the Future. 

The Secretary-General’s report benefited from broad inputs and consultations with UN Member
States, specialized UN entities, research institutions, civil society organizations and other
stakeholders.

ABOUT THE UN CHARTER

The report points out that rising military spending runs counter to the very objectives, principles
and purposes of the United Nations, namely, to resolve conflicts peacefully and without recourse
to arms and through the non-use of force. 

Reducing military spending is one of the most direct and concrete disarmament objectives
embedded in the UN Charter. Article 26 instructs the UN Security Council to promote and maintain
international peace and security “with the least diversion for armaments of the world’s human and
economic resources.” 
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