Short Summary of the International Peace Camp - 14th to 26th April 2025

For short videos and other materials from the 2 week camp you can look under each day when
you visit https://lakenheathallianceforpeace.org.uk/

Sunday 13th April. 11 key people who were to stay for the full 2 weeks of the camp arrived
early on Sunday morning to set up the camp. Spare tents for people coming without their own
were quickly put up along with 3 workshop spaces and gazebos to provide shelter for well
being, first aid and a welcome area. They were soon joined by a couple of people from
Cambridge Woodcraft Folk who lent us their catering tent and Noni from XR who helped set up
the kitchen. Roo and Kate, who were our cooks for the first week, started preparing our first
meal of the camp.

The campsite was a wonderful venue with hot showers, toilets, electricity, fridges, and good
mobile reception in a lovely part of the fen land. The bird watchers amongst us really enjoyed
the beautiful morning chorus and the sightings of graceful avocets from the well positioned bird
hide. The only downside was it took around 25 minutes to drive to Lakenheath for the vigils and
events.

Monday 14th was the official start with an opening ceremony at the main gates of USAF
Lakenheath. A large symbolic dove was held while a letter to the base commanders was read
out by Jenn. Angie then tried to deliver it inside the base to personnel who would hand it to the
commanders but was told letters could only be sent in by post and she was not allowed to walk
to the reception office to hand it in. She said it would therefore have to be delivered by other
means! (This was done during the War Crimes Day).

The 24/7 vigil area was established with banners and gazebos going up and the vigil itself
started at 3pm and continued day and night throughout the 2 weeks of the camp. This presence
showed our continuous concern about Lakenheath personnel and planes being involved in
illegal war mongering, and also provided protection for our banners and equipment overnight.
Almost as soon as the banners adorned the fence local drivers on the busy A1065 showed their
support by honking their horns for peace.

Zoe held a workshop at the campsite on how to use a mobile phone to take and edit short
videos for social media. Almost immediately, she started posting her own short social media
videos for everyone to enjoy and continued this work throughout.

Tuesday 15th. Dave Rovics turned up and sang for us at the base and more banners went up.
Zareen and her team of creatives had made banners and signs and other decorative peace
symbols which went up over the next few days. Singers and choirs started to arrive at the
campsite getting ready for the first of the Event Days.



Wednesday 16th April The Political and Protest Choirs Day was very well attended with many
people coming to join the camp just for a couple of days. Some eight groups/choirs were
represented: Raised Voices (London); Oxford Sea Green Singers; Lefty Men Sing (Cambridge);
Didcot Red Kites; Sheffield Creative Action for Peace; Common Lot Singers (Norwich) and
Cambridge Climate Choir. They were joined by community singers from Weybourne and North
Elmham who framed themselves as "Nameless from North Norfolk" as well as people who came
to sing and play as individuals. Seize the Day ran a fantastic workshop at the Peace Camp in
the morning, teaching six of their songs and around 70 singers sang at the gates of USAF
Lakenheath in the afternoon. The sun shone on us, choir banners festooned the fence, spirits
were high and we sung our hearts out. Some lovely connections were made and we spread the
word about Campaign Choirs Network. Let's keep up these connections!

In the evening, Robb Johnson and the Acoustic Irregulars (Robb, Fae and Sian) played - as well
as Seize the Day (Shannon, Theo, Chris, Vicky, Dave and Mike) with choir members ‘joining the
band' for their second set! Apart from having an amazing evening, we raised almost £1,000 for

LAP campaign funds. Huge thanks everyone for an evening to remember!

Thursday 17th April Greenham Common Women’s Day. This was a reminder to us all that we
faced this issue 44 years ago at USAF Greenham Common in Berkshire, and we won. We were
now gathered at Lakenheath to face the issue again. In the morning Greenham Women
leafleted and talked to people in the local town of Brandon, accompanied by The Sea Green
Singers and Red Kites choirs from Oxfordshire singing peace songs.

At the USAF base in the afternoon, standing at the People’s Podium with a banner celebrating
Greenham Common Women behind her and a poster declaring ‘Women are Sick of Wars,
Weapons and Genocide’ in front, Ginnie reminded everyone of the history and legacy of the
women who over 40 years ago started up the legendary peace camp. It was fitting that the
fence of USAF Lakenheath had been decorated with figures echoing the 30,000 women who
‘embraced the base’ at Greenham Common one cold December day in 1982, and with banners
and bunting made from yards of wool and fabric, hung like cobwebs; again a symbol resonant of
Greenham. Women gathered to sing and reminisce, songs leapt to the lips as soon as someone
started a tune, or a snatch of melody: You Can't Kill the Spirit, We Circle Around, the
Boundaries of the Earth etc.

After Ginnie spoke, women spontaneously rose to share their story and its impact on their lives.
All had been empowered and the energy, the spirit, lives on in all that they have done and do.
As one woman put it, ‘We must remember that we won’. For Greenham Common is indeed
public land again, a wonderfully rich environment offering a joyful experience to thousands of
families every year. This HAS TO BE the fate of USAF Lakenheath too!



Friday 18th April Climate Day started with a ‘Peace and Climate Change’ workshop lead by
Pete about how the military need for fossil fuels has shaped our world and the increased risk of
conflict caused by climate change. Participants discussed ways forward. Activists gathered at
the main gate from noon, where we “decorated” the fence with banners highlighting the link
between militarism and climate change. We also tied our personal messages on peace doves
onto the fence. There was a model Dodo at the gate to signal the extinction of species along
with a skeleton atop it. Red Rebels stood in front of the Main gate showing how our movements
and campaigns are linked.

There were local and national speakers, followed by discussion. Conservationist Dr Charlie
Gardner spoke about the effects of both militarism itself and its link to climate change on natural
habitats and how this also impacts on humans. Jen and Marijn from XR UK highlighted how
militarism and climate change are catastrophically linked. Militarism and climate change feed
each other - weapons-related activity causes significant emissions and as the effects of the
climate and nature crisis continue to devastate the globe, the number of conflicts is only going to
rise. They pointed out that over half of the most climate-vulnerable nations are already in
conflict. Marijn emphasised how good it is to be in the alliance and the need for us to work
together towards a world with peace and equality.

Saturday 19th April New people arrived to join the camp for the weekend and took part in the
vigils at the base and tasks around the campsite. Workshops were held by Rowland on not
forgetting the West Bank and he worked alongside Susie and others to attach ties to the baby
clothes and toys for the War Crimes Day. Nonviolence and De-escalation workshops were also
held with Marcus and Christina. These had been offered each day.

Sunday 20th April Most mornings Pilar managed to support the vigil as well as devising her
theatre piece and songs. Camilla’s workshop involved campers learning and devising protest
songs that were later performed at the camp’s evening circle. Junayd and volunteers rehearsed
his poetry performance piece that was later performed at the base. Sue led a workshop on
Women in Black. The nonviolence and de-escalation workshops took place as usual.

Monday 21st April War Crimes and Genocide Day saw more than 50 people gathered on the
opposite side of the Main Gate of USAF Lakenheath to the Vigil area and some distance away.
To a solemn drum beat they walked very slowly, stopping from time to time to hang baby
clothes and toys on the fence and lay symbolic baby bundles, white with blood seeping through
or blue as if for burying, on the fence. These symbolised the thousands of babies and children
murdered by the Israeli forces in Gaza. Placards were put on the fence with hands dripping in
red, or saying ‘Blood on your Hands’, ‘What if this was your child?’ ‘School bags are for books
not the body parts of children’ or ‘l see humans but no humanity ...... what is your RED LINE?



Big pairs of eyes were also put on the fence symbolising our eyes watching this US military
base involved in supporting the genocide in Gaza. The whole procession took around 2 hours in
complete silence. 2 Red Rebels joined in with their tragic presence even affecting the many
police watching.

At the People’s Podium, Angie explained the long history of humans using violence to control
and exploit others, often perceiving it as justified by whatever god they worshipped. Starting with
hunter and gatherers in Kenya 10,000 years ago, she quickly listed other genocides from Greek
and Roman times to the more recent Armenian, Jewish, East Timorese, Rohingya and now
present day genocides in Sudan and Gaza. She explained that the present genocide in Gaza is
not done in our names but by political and military leaders, in league with massive corporations,
in order to gain access to mineral resources, water and land in pursuit of huge profits that
usually go to the 1%or rich people rather than the mass of ordinary people. Worst of all, wars
continue because peace causes the value of shares in arms and so-called defence companies
to drop. Angie quoted the Geneva Conventions and Genocide Acts and stated firmly that it is
NOT anti-semitic to oppose genocide.

A statement by Carolyn Gelenter was then read out As the daughter of a refugee Holocaust
Survivor from Poland Carolyn this added a Jewish voice against the genocide in Palestine,
against nuclear weapons, against militarism and against war. Dr Mariam Karimi spoke as an
NHS anaesthetist who had spent 4 weeks in Nasser hospital in Gaza last summer, and
witnessed raids by the IDF, staff detained and disappeared, and the hospital closed with
patients and staff still inside the building. Later a mass grave was found behind the hospital with
patients buried with their hands tied behind their backs and with catheters and drips still
attached to their bodies. Babies were also buried there. Mariam’s presentation was deeply
moving and horrifying and a witness to the genocide unfolding there.

Mujahid Islam, currently working as a silicon chip designer, explained how as an activist with
Stop The War Coalition he has been speaking out at meetings and conferences since 2001
against the invasion of Afghanistan and the wars in Ukraine and Gaza amongst others. He
provided a contextual perspective.

Junayd, an actor-poet and writer, performed his poem, with the participation of a few volunteers.
The refrain that we all joined in with was, ‘We return to an issue we’ve dealt with before, An
issue pertaining to justice and war, Will the powerful lead us to violence and death, Or will the
people of earth strive for the best?’

Camilla, musician and song writer, played her satirical song about the UK’s special trading
relationship with genocidal Israel.



At the end of the speeches and performances, the War Crimes and Genocide letter to the
Lakenheath Base Commanders and personnel on the base, that had been folded into paper
planes, were flown into the base. They warned of all the personnel in the base being complicit in
War Crimes and aiding and abetting genocide, all against international and national laws.

Tuesday 22nd April — Democracy Day. Nuclear weapons characterise the brutality of our
democratic deficit. We are constantly told that the way to effect policy is through our elected
representatives. At no level of government have we, as local people, been asked for our
consent, let alone our opinions on the nuclear weapons sited in our county.

In the morning, Cllr Tom Daly, East Suffolk reminded us that on earth day the government
continued to promote its 3 priorities, billionaires, bulldozers and bombs, pleading poverty to
excuse the impoverishment of those relying on decent welfare provision. Cllr Jan Davis,
Broadland Cabinet member for Environmental Excellence, compared the annexation of
Lakenheath's 'Little America' with the US colonial past and likely future under the ignorant bully
currently in charge. Jan had been given a tour of the base in his former role as an emergency
planner, that included managing flood risk but not nuclear weapons. He said we'd be wrong to
think that the people in charge know what they're doing, and that the larger councils, coming
with so-called devolution, will have even less local engagement. Clir Rachel Smith-Lyte, East
Suffolk called for more sympathy and less instruction from our leaders as we have enough
knowledge and compassion to know that military requirements drive so-called civil nuclear
power, as the economics don't work and are a poor substitute for the genuine renewables that
would keep us warm, reduce our bills and stimulate the economy. Clir Gary Champion,
Norwich, spoke of political disengagement and the need to empower young people to take part
in democratic processes, particularly on the international stage, with many countries currently
subject to democratic backsliding. The institutions in the UK, as was exemplified by Brexit, are
exploited by populists and without democratic engagement. When many, young and old alike,
receive their information based on tailored algorithms, opinions become polarised and clarity on
issues of significance can be easily overlooked. The age of information ironically creates deficits
in knowledge about key issues, such as the nuclear weapons at Lakenheath and the UK's role
in arms sales and war. All of the councillors who spoke were Green, though all Parties were
invited. One Labour councillor came to listen but had been advised not to speak.

Callan Kemp from Unite Union then stressed the importance of building community, which is
more than joining a union, which itself is more than voting. Joining a union gives a voice to
people who do as they're told 5 days a week. The voice calls for investment in people,
diversification of skills and paying the bills



In the afternoon, more people spoke out. Baroness Natalie Bennett, former Green
Party Leader, flagged up some ways that the world has changed. Of 9 planetary boundaries, 6
have already been passed - https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/planetary-

boundaries.html, The future will not look like the past. Centrist politics is dead, business as

usual no longer viable. The far right seeks to control an apocalyptic narrative, but we can seize
the initiative to one of a world sorted out. The UK has 1% of nuclear weapons, but could have
huge positive impact by signing up to the TPNW. A privilege worth being in the House of Lords
for, is the ability to look a minister in the eye and ask about AUKUS, essentially an arms trading
partnership between Australia, UK and US. We do not have to accept this, or Trump's bases or
Trump's control.

Jess Townsend, co-founder of XR, looked at getting better leadership from our MPs. She
described the corporate capture of our laws, administration, regulation, 'news', data, myths and
scapegoats, versus the public interest, aka, us. She recommended everyone to check out
Carole Cadwalladr on the Architecture of Authoritarianism. Jess then led an interactive session
encouraging people to engage with their MPs over different views and scenarios, stressing the
importance of well-placed engagement.

Phil Laurie, speaking for Defend our Juries, gave a perfect example of corporate capture in the
appointment of oil/arms industrialist Lord Walney as the Government's advisor on

extremism. Another is the decision by some judges to disallow defendants to use the necessity
defence or even state their motivation, and to mislead juries about their rights and
responsibilities. Activists know the importance of their role in holding decision-makers to
account, and so do those wishing to avoid accountability. Phil Laurie described the change in
protest scenery in the last 2 years since the 2023 Public Order Act, and 2024 Criminal Justice
Act, under which people have been sentenced to 5 years for a zoom meeting. The law is
administered particularly harshly toward people protesting for Palestine, animal rights and
climate safety.

A message of support arrived from the Nuclear Free Local Authorities, who kindly wrote a
briefing on how to engage local government on nuclear issues.

At the campsite Frits from Belgium talked about a different way of protesting - picnicking &
digging for peace, and Camilla Saunders shared her research on divisions of the octave -
music, colonialism and women.

Wednesday 23rd April Faith Day — the event brought together people of different faith
traditions, each with a concern about the threats to life, and our responsibilities to protecting
creation, whatever we mean by that. It was diverse, welcoming and respectful.


https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/planetary-boundaries.html
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Pax Christi England and Wales joined groups from different faiths for a peace vigil at the gates
of Lakenheath airbase in Suffolk. The vigil began with liturgy led by the lona community and
included readings from the Qu'ran from local actor/poet Junayd Ul Islam, a special statement of
support from Anglican Bishop David Walker brought by the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship, a
Hindu prayer for peace, the Christian CND hymn and a Litany of Resistance led by London
Catholic Worker. Quaker Recording Clerk, Paul Parker spoke on how our different faiths inspire
protest and action against nuclear weapons before closing the vigil with a Quaker Act of
Worship and the breaking of bread together.

Andrew Jackson from Pax Christi, who had helped co-ordinate the vigil, read extracts from Pope
Francis' many statements on nuclear weapons and disarmament as he had been so consistent
in his and Catholic teaching's opposition to them. Andrew said, ‘With his death, his words and
exhortations seemed still more relevant and it felt powerful to be standing yards from where
nuclear weapons might actually be stored and to speak out his declaration that it is not just the
use of nuclear weapons that is immoral but their very possession."

At the campsite various workshops took place including Sunghee and Kaia talking about
resisting the US military at Gangjeong on Jeju Island in South Korea; Marc Morgan on
promoting peace in a dangerous multi-polar world and Peter on Nukewatch and special flights
and then on Drones. This was followed by Kate leading a discussion on international strategy.

Thursday 24th April International Peace Conference Day was held in the village Hall at West
Row, near to USAF Mildenhall. If anyone needed convincing that what’s happening at
Lakenheath is a global problem, not a local one, they only had to attend the fantastic
International Peace Conference, on day eleven of the LAP peace camp. In a packed local
village community centre, activists and experts from across the globe came together to discuss:
Analysing and Resisting US Nuclear Expansion. This was the most significant and extensive
international anti-bases conference hosted here in Britain for as long as | can remember. So a
huge thank you to everyone involved, including the facilitators who ensured really lively
participation by all, and to those who kept us fed and refreshed throughout the day!

We were particularly honoured to welcome Koichi Toyoshima from Japan, Sung Hee Choi from
the Jeju Island campaign in South Korea, and Joe Lombardo from UNAC in the USA, who had
travelled across continents to be with us. There were great contributions too from bases across
Europe, looking at what the bases do, and how we resist; others were looking at the wider
global scenario, the impact of the bases, and the strategic way forward for our campaigns: Ludo
de Brabander from Vrede in Belgium, Frits ter Kuile, a Catholic Worker from Amsterdam,
Demetrios Hadjidemetriou, from Workers Democracy in Cyprus, Elio Pagani, from Abbasso la



Guerra, Italy, Reiner Braun from IPB in Germany, Alain Rouy, from Le Mouvement de la Paix in
France, and Soetkin Van Muylem, from Vrede in Belgium.

From Britain we welcomed Angie Zelter from LAP, Lynn Jamieson, from Scottish CND, Zareen
Taj, from Cambridge Stop the War/CND, Bimal Khadka, from Medact, UK, Sophie Bolt, from
CND, and Peter Burt from Drone Wars UK.

The conference couldn’t have been more timely or appropriate. New upgraded and enhanced
bombs — the B61-12s - are coming to the US/NATO bases across Europe, at the worst possible
time: when we need to dial down military tension across Europe, not ramp it up. These are the
same bombs that we have been campaigning against for three years now: sharing experiences
with others in the same situation was immensely valuable.

Of course the conference wasn't just interesting and informative discussion and reports. Calls
for action came out of the conference too, to help further coordinate global actions against
NATO and militarism - one of the goals of our conference.

These calls echoed the European-wide initiative ‘Stop ReArm’, a coalition of peace and anti-
militarist organisations, that many across Britain and Europe have joined, opposing the rise in
militarism across the continent.

The conference agreed to support a week of coordinated action from Saturday 21 June to
Saturday 28 June against NATO and the rise in militarism. The week of activity coincides with
NATO’s 76th summit in The Hague in the Netherlands — on 24th and 25th June.

From 20th to 22nd June, many activists from across Europe and beyond, including many of
those at the international conference, will be participating in a counter-summit of debate,
planning and protest in The Hague, in the Netherlands. We hope that many will come to The
Hague — and that many others will support the Lakenheath Peace Alliance vigil on Saturday 28
June as part of the week of action.

Friday 25th April All day nonviolence trainings took place at the campsite in preparation for the
blockade on the next day.

Meanwhile, at 9:30am fourteen women, intersex, non-binary and trans activists (FINT) — aged
from 24 to 91 — held a blockade of the main gate of USAF Lakenheath, denouncing the deadly
entanglements between militarism, climate change, authoritarianism and genocide. Ten activists
were topless with chains around their wrists and tape over their mouths to expose the
vulnerability and silencing faced by FINT people under systems of war, climate collapse, and

oppression. Their bodies were painted with the words “Violence,” “Displacement,” “Brutality,”

“Exploitation,” “Silencing” and “Oppression”. They stood hand in hand forming a powerful image

blockading the vast military complex. War and climate change are both strongly linked to



gender-based violence around the world. Four activists, including two of our international
participants, stood behind them displaying flags and a banner saying “Break The Chain”.

The police agreed the activists could stand in the road for 10 minutes; however, when they left
the police followed them to the safe vigil space, where they arrested Lucy, Chrissy and Cazzie,
for indecent exposure. Chrissy had not been topless. The reason for arrest was then changed to
“coming equipped” because of the symbolic chains. The three were taken to Bury St Edmunds
police investigation centre, where they were charged with Obstruction of the Highway and
released late that night.

Chrissy, a carer from Cwmbran, who was arrested for taking part in the action, said: “When so
many people are seeing the impact of food insecurity, housing shortages, global warming, and
the biodiversity crisis, it is an absurdity that everyday working people’s taxes are being spent on
the murder of innocents and the further destruction of land which could provide food, housing
and space for nature to thrive...... As an auntie and a carer, | cannot stand by and watch the
military and fossil fuel industrial complex put profits over people. | have watched in horror the
UK and US’s participation in war crimes and genocide in Gaza. Can we not evolve beyond this
brutality? | believe we can.”

Cristina, journalist and action participant from London said: “| feel ill to think how the US and UK
have orchestrated the bombing of Iran, Afghanistan, Syria, Serbia and now Palestine out of the
beautiful UK countryside, having stored and dropped over 500 bombs on Syria alone. The loss
of life, livelihoods, and permanent physical disabling of women and children are hard for people
to connect with the beauty of Suffolk.... But this is not an innocent field, or even the RAF, it's the
US Air Force, and they are preparing to bring nuclear weapons back to the UK. This keeps no
one safe, least of all the UK. Accidents have happened with weapons at Lakenheath before and
they can happen again...... | would sacrifice the safety that clothing brings me to be bare-
chested in front of the whole world if it gets people to pay attention and demand the US keep
nuclear weapons out of Lakenheath”

Saturday 26th April The Blockade went very well with coaches, minibuses, vans and cars
coming from Oxford, Cambridge, Norwich, London, Leicester, Manchester and Birmingham. XR
helped steward us, and brought their wonderful huge banners to add to the many flags and
banners from the many campaign groups - Trident Ploughshares, CND groups, Quakers who
led silent worships, Buddhists from Nipponzan Myohoji Pagodas who drummed for us,
Communists singing the Internationale, XR Rhythms drummers, Red Rebels.

Over 250 people sat down outside the main gate and with police helping with safety no cars
came out of the base or into the base from 12noon to 3.30pm. Throughout the 2 weeks, the LAP
police liaisons, Angie, Marcus and Sue worked with the Suffolk Police to ensure safety and it



was only when a point was reached during the Blockade, when the Suffolk Police felt the
disruption had gone on long enough to ensure our right to protest but was now overstepping
that time, that they made it clear they would arrest people. As silence descended again, the
blockaders were asked to leave, and gradually they moved off the entrance roadway. By about
3.15pm 7 people had been arrested:- Ginnie — from Greenham Women Everywhere; Marie from
Didcot and the Villages for Gaza; Jane from Trident Ploughshares; Marc from Mouvement pour
une Alternative Non-Violente; Martin from Shrewsbury XR; Sateesh from Community Camp 4
Palestine and Jo from XR Peace. They were taken to Bury St.Edmunds Police Investigation
Centre, bailed away from Lakenheath and told their case was being investigated and they
should return on 2nd June to answer police bail. They had all been released by late evening and
were picked up by supporters and brought back to the campsite.

During the 2 week camp there were between 30 and 90 people staying at the campsite or in
homestays at any one time. Some people stayed in local hotels. Some came for a specific day
or two to support a particular event day. A large number decided to stay for the whole of the 2nd
week from Sunday 20th until Sunday 27th so as to include the Conference and the Blockade.
Many different groups were involved in supporting the camp including Trident Ploughshares, XR
Peace, XR UK, Quakers, Red Rebels, XR Rhythms UK, Nipponzan Myohoji Buddhists, Pax
Christi, various CND groups, Stop the War, Women in Black, Aldermaston Women’s Peace
Camp, Waveney Trades Union Council, East of England Communists to nhame just a few. And
we were honoured and delighted to be joined by peace activists from Jeju in South Korea,
Japan, Gran Canaria and from several of the European countries hosting US nuclear weapons.

Thanks to everyone for making it such an energising and successful camp. Please help
to support our campaign until this base is closed down and returned to the people of the
UK for peaceful use.



