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For more information and
action materials please visit:



Conscientious Objection to Military Service
versus Warfare

Turkiye does not recognize the human right to
conscientious objection to military service. Consci-
entious objectors experience a lifelong “civil death”
in the country. They face persecutions, fines and pri-
son sentences. With their decision, they are clearly
opposing militarization in Turkiye and war.

Conscientious objectors and their supporters are
active together in the group Vicdani Ret izleme
(Conscientious Objection Watch). We have invited
them to visit us and tell us about their work and the
situation they live in. There will be thus an opportu-
nity to also hear personal experiences of conscien-
tious objectors. They will talk about their strategies
of resistance against conscription and war in Tur-
kiye. They will also speak about their contacts with
groups in the Kurdish regions and discuss whether
conscientious objection can be a way to end the
war in the region. Furthermore they will present the
work of Vicdani Ret izleme and invite you to join
them in strengthening the efforts to refuse war and
against conscription.

We are excited to meet with them
and invite you to join in.

Merve Arkun is one of the vice presidents of the Euro-
pean Bureau for Conscientious Objection and an exe-
cutive member of War Resisters’ International, will give
briefings on the current situation of the right to consci-
entious objection in Tuirkiye and examples of the work
carried out. She will also share gender perspectives on
conscientious objection as a human right.

Hiiseyin Civan is a conscientious objector and has
been subjected to restrictions on his civil rights and is
experiencing,civil death” (a term used by the European
Court of Human Rights to describe the situation of
conscientious objectors in Turkiye) due to his refusal to
serve in the army.

The event will be held in English with German trans-
lation.

The tour is organised by Connection e.V. and War
Resisters’ International and supported in Frankfurt/M.
by Deutsche Friedensgesellschaft - Vereinigte Kriegs-
dienstgegnerlnnen (DFG-VK) Berlin and International
Peace Bureau (IPB).

Account for donations to Conscientious Objection
Watch: DE41 3702 0500 0020 1512 41 at Connection e.V.
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Kriegsdienstverweigerung versus
Kriegspolitik

Die Turkei erkennt das Menschenrecht auf Kriegs-
dienstverweigerung nicht an. Kriegsdienstverwei-
ger*innen sind einem lebenslangem ,zivilen Tod"
ausgesetzt. lhnen drohen Verfolgung, Geldbuf3en
und Gefangnisstrafen. Dabei stellen sie sich mit ihrer
Entscheidung klar gegen die Militarisierung in der
Turkei und gegen Krieg.

In der Gruppe Vicdani Ret Izleme (Beobachtungs-
stelle Kriegsdienstverweigerung) sind Kriegsdienst-
verweiger*innen und Unterstltzer*innen gemein-
sam aktiv. Wir haben sie eingeladen, um uns Gber
ihre Arbeit und Situation zu berichten. Es wird
Gelegenheit geben, von den persénlichen Erfahrun-
gen der Kriegsdienstverweiger*innen zu horen. Sie
werden Uber ihre Strategien des Widerstands gegen
Wehrpflicht und Krieg in der Tiirkei berichten. Sie
werden auch Uber die Konflikte in den kurdischen
Gebieten sprechen und diskutieren, ob Kriegsdienst-
verweigerung ein Weg sein kann, den Krieg in der
Region zu beenden. AuBBerdem stellen sie die Arbeit
von Vicdani Ret Izleme vor und laden dazu ein, ge-
meinsam den Kampf gegen Wehrpflicht zu starken.

Wir laden Sie herzlich ein.

Merve Arkun, stellvertretende Vorsitzende des
Europaischen Buros fir Kriegsdienstverweigerung
und Vorstandsmitglied der War Resisters’ Internatio-
nal, wird Gber die aktuelle Situation des Rechts auf
Kriegsdienstverweigerung in der Tiirkei berichten
und Beispiele aus der Arbeit geben. Sie wird auch
geschlechtsspezifische Perspektiven der Kriegs-
dienstverweigerung sprechen.

Hiiseyin Civan ist Kriegsdienstverweigerer. Er
wurde aufgrund seiner Verweigerung in der Tirkei
in seinen birgerlichen Rechten eingeschrankt und
erleidet den ,zivilen Tod” (ein Begriff, den der Euro-
paische Gerichtshof flir Menschenrechte verwen-
det, um die Situation von Kriegsdienstverweigerern
in der Tirkei zu beschreiben).

Die Veranstaltung findet in englischer Sprache
statt mit deutscher Ubersetzung.

Die Veranstaltungsreihe wird organisiert von
Connection e.V. und War Resisters’ International
und in Frankfurt/M. unterstitzt durch Deutsche
Friedensgesellschaft - Vereinigte Kriegsdienstgeg-
nerlnnen (DFG-VK) Berlin und International Peace
Bureau (IPB).

Spenden fiir Conscientious Objection Watch:
DE41 3702 0500 0020 1512 41 bei Connection e.V.
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Tiirkiye‘de Zorunlu Askerlik ve Vicdani Ret

Vicdani Ret izleme Orgiitii, Avrupa‘daki baris ve
vicdani ret orgutleriyle isbirligi icinde, TUrkiye'de
vicdani ret hakkinin mevcut durumunu, zorunlu
askerlige ve savasa karsi direnis stratejilerini tartismak
ve uluslararasi dayanismayi gui¢lendirmek iin bir
konusma turu bagslatiyor.

Subat ortasindan Mart'in ilk haftasina kadar stirecek
bu tur icin bize katilmaniza ve desteginize ihtiyacimiz
var.

Turkiye'de vicdani ret konusunda calisan tek 6rgtit
olan Vicdani Ret izleme Orgiitii'nden bir ekip, cesitli
Avrupa ulkelerini kapsayan bir konusma turuna
basliyor. Bu tura Tirkiye'den vicdani retgilerin de
katilacagini belirtmekten mutluluk duyuyoruz.
Amacimiz, Tirkiye'de vicdani ret hakkinin mevcut
durumunu, vicdani retgilerin yasadigi hak ihlallerini
ve kovusturmalara, hapis cezalarina ve para cezalarina
karsi stratejileri sunmak ve tartismak. Tur kapsaminda
diizenlenecek etkinliklerde, Turkiye'den vicdani retgi-
lerin deneyimlerini birinci agizdan dinleme firsatiniz
olacak. Duizenleyecegimiz toplantilar ve etkinliklerde,
Kirt illerindeki catisma ve vicdani reddin bu bolgede-
ki savasi durdurmak icin bir caba olup olamayacagini
da konusacagiz. Tur boyunca yapilacak etkinlik ve
bulusmalarda ayrica Vicdani Ret izleme'nin calismalari
hakkinda daha fazla bilgi edinecek, zorunlu askerlige
ve toplumun militari zasyonuna karsi muicadelenin
gliclenmesine katkida bulunabileceksiniz.

Turkiye'den aktivistlerin Avrupa ziyareti, Cenevre'de
Birlesmis Milletler'de bazi stratejik savunuculuk
girisimlerini de icerecek.

Duizenlenecek bu tur hakkinda daha fazla bilgi almak
isterseniz contact@vicdaniret.org adresinden bizimle
iletisime gecebilirsiniz.

Vicdani ret hakki Turkiye'de heniiz yasal olarak taninmis
degil. Dogumda erkek olarak atanan her vatandas 20
yasina geldiginde askerlik hizmetini yerine getirmekle
yikiiml{. Avrupa insan Haklar Mahkemesi, 2006 yilindan
bu yana, Turkiye aleyhine cesitli,ihlal’ kararlari vermistir.
Ancak AiHM kararlarina ragmen, Tiirkiye'de vicdani retgiler
bir zulim dongusi altinda yasamaya ve “sivil 6lim”e ma-
ruz kalmaya devam etmektedir.

Vicdani Ret izZleme’nin misyonu, Tiirkiye'de askerlik hizme-
tine karsi vicdani ret hakkinin yasal olarak taninmasini
saglamaktir. inisiyatif, vicdani ret ile ilgili diizenlemelerin
eksikligi nedeniyle vicdani retcilerin yasadigi hak ihlal-
lerini gorlinur kimaya odaklanan ¢alismalarin yani sira,
ulusal ve uluslararasi diizeyde raporlama ¢alismalari
yapar ve vicdani retcilere hukuki destek saglar. Vicdani
Ret izleme bunlara ek olarak, Turkiye'de vicdani ret hakki
konusunda kamuoyunda farkindalik yaratmak icin de
calisir ve Turkiye'deki vicdani retcilerin durumu hakkinda
bolgesel ve uluslararasi insan haklari organlarina yonelik
lobi calismalari yratar.

Turkiye'de vicdani ret hakkini daha gugli bir sekilde sa-
vunmak, yayinlarimizi Gretmeye devam etmek ve vicdani
retcileri yasal olarak desteklemeye devam etmek icin
degerli desteginize ihtiyacimiz var.



