
IPB Peace Education Webinar Series

Neutrality in the 21st Century
and Why It Remains Relevant
Description: The topic of neutrality has come back into the spotlight as a result of both immediate
security concerns, such as the war in Ukraine, and larger, geopolitical shifts, including the growing
political, military, and economic tensions between the West and China. Longstanding neutral countries
such as Ireland and Austria are now considering whether to maintain or shed their historic positions
while others such as Finland have already abandoned their neutrality because of the war in Ukraine.
Still, many countries claim to be neutral – though the meanings may vary – from Costa Rica to Ghana,
Mongolia, and the Vatican City. Nonetheless, the multiple crises that the world faces may also create
an opening for new discussions on what neutrality means and why it is important.

In this peace education webinar series, we will explore neutrality from various angles:
● What does neutrality really mean?
● What is the international legal perspective on neutrality?
● In what forms is neutrality currently practiced and how has it been practiced in the past?
● What are the geographical dimensions to neutrality?
● What are the current challenges to neutrality and why?
● What is the role of civil society in the conversation on neutrality?
● Is neutrality still relevant? Are there new ways to explore neutrality in the 21st century that

differ from the past interpretations?

This webinar series is directed to a wide audience of peace activists, academics and students, civil
society both in current and aspiring neutral countries, and anyone else interested in discussing the
nuance of neutrality. Participants will receive a certificate upon completion of the course.

This event is in-partnership with Asia Europe People's Forum (AEPF), Alliance for Peace, Active
Neutrality and Non-Violence (AbFhang), International Association Of Lawyers Against Nuclear
Arms (IALANA) Germany, Independent and Peaceful Australia Network (IPAN), Kyoto University
Neutrality Studies, Transnational Institute (TNI) and Transform! Europe.

Transform! Europe is partially financed through a subsidy from the European Parliament. The sole
liability rests with the author and the European Parliament is not responsible for any use that may be
made of the information contained in this publication
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Neutrality in the 21st Century and Why It Remains Relevant
Final Module

Overall Objectives:
This webinar series is directed to students as well as both young and experienced activists who are interested to explore the nuance of neutrality. Overall, it
aims to:

- Provide an overview of neutrality and its relevance in the 21st century
- Discuss the importance of neutrality in the current times
- Analyze the cases of neutrality globally and ways to combat the challenges in modern times
- Generate strategies to encourage movements to advocate for a neutral states
- Develop ways for a more neutral, peaceful and safe states for the present and future

Schedule: 5 February to 11 March 2024
2 hour session (90 minutes per session, 30 minutes afterwards for optional continued discussion)

Time: Berlin 14:00 CET, New Delhi 18:30, San Jose (Costa Rica) 07:00, Japan 22:00

Session Title Content Objectives Schedule Facilitators Complimentary
Readings/
Resources

Session 1: What is
neutrality?

a. Opening Preliminary (5 mins,
Sean)

b. Outlining the program of the
course (5 mins, Sean)

c. Neutrality 101 Introduction (20
mins, Pascal)

i. Definition of neutrality
➢ Neutrality and

Permanent Neutrality

- Introduce the topic and
course outline

- Define neutrality through
the participant’s common
understanding and technical
terms

- Discuss the international
policies related to neutrality

- Differentiate the definition

Monday,
5.02

Sean Conner

Pascal Lottaz

Amela Skiljan
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➢ Differences between
neutrality, non alignment
and strategic ambiguity

➢ Norms in Neutrality
➢ Neutrality in multipolarity

ii. Why neutrality? Why
now?

d. Difference between pacifism and
neutrality (20 mins, Pascal)

i. Switzerland
e. The Law of Neutrality (20 mins,

Amela)
f. Q&A and Reminders for the next

session (20 mins, Sean)

of pacifism and neutrality
through case studies

Session 2: Case
studies on
permanent neutrality
– how do states
practise permanent
neutrality and what
are the threats?

a. Opening Preliminary and Review
of concepts from first session (10
mins, Michelle)

b. Part 1: How do states practice
permanent neutrality and what are
the threats?

i. Case studies:
➢ Ireland (20 mins, Roger)
➢ Austria (20 mins, Heinz)
➢ Finland: (20 mins, Jussi)

c. Q&A and Reminders (20 mins,
Michelle)

- Demonstrate the practices
of neutrality in different
countries

- Identify the lessons learned
from practicing permanent
neutrality in each state

- Examine the advantages
and threats in practicing
neutrality

Monday,
12.02

Michelle
Clemente

Roger Cole

Heinz Gärtner

Jussi
Hanhimäki
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Session 3:
Continuation of
case studies on
permanent neutrality
– how do states
practise neutrality
and what are the
threats?

a. Opening Preliminary and Review
of concepts from second session
(10 mins, IPB)

b. Part 2: How do states practice
neutrality and what are the threats?

i. Case studies:
➢ Costa Rica (20 mins,

Roberto)
➢ Ghana (20 mins, Ernest)
➢ Mongolia (20 mins,

Enkhsaikhan)
c. Q&A and Reminders for the next

session (20 mins, IPB)

- Compare the practices of
neutrality in different states

- Identify the lessons learned
from practicing permanent
neutrality in each state

- Examine the advantages
and threats of the different
cases of permanent
neutrality

Monday,
19.02

Emily Molinari

Roberto
Bolaños

Ernest Gibson
Kpordotsi

Enkhsaikhan
Jargalsaikhan

Session 4: What
does it mean to be
neutral in the 21st
century?

a. Opening Preliminary and Review
of concepts from third session (10
mins, IPB)

b. Geopolitical realities (15 mins,
Anu)

i. Global South
c. Caught between superpowers:

i. Australia (10 mins, Bevan)
ii. Philippines (10 mins,

Cora)
iii. Guam (10 mins, Lisa)
iv. Ukraine (10 mins, Yurii)

d. How neutral countries can
contribute to a more peaceful
world in modern times (15 mins,
Pascal)

- Discuss the geopolitical
realities and dynamics of
power in global north and
global south and their
position in neutrality

- Demonstrate the effects of
super power dynamics in
Australia, Philippines,
Guam and Ukraine

- Appraise the importance of
neutral states in
contributing to a more
peaceful and safe world

- Critique the relevance of
neutral states in the modern
times

Monday,
26.02

Michelle
Clemente

Anuradha
Chenoy

Bevan
Ramsden

Corazon
Valdez Fabros

Lisa Linda
Natividad

Yurii
Sheliazhenko
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e. Q&A and Reminders for the next
session (10 mins, IPB) Pascal Lottaz

Session 5: The role
of civil society in
neutrality

a. Opening Preliminary and Review
of concepts from fourth session
(10 mins, IPB)

b. How to combat threats to
neutrality by civil society
organizations (presentation and
moderation by Niamh, 15 mins)

● PANA (10 mins, Roger)
● AbFang (10 mins,

Gerhard)
● IPAN (10 mins, Bevan)

c. Q&A (20 mins, Katerina)
d. Workshop - How to encourage a

movement for more neutral
countries (45 mins, Annemarie)

- Identify the ways to resist
the threats of neutrality

- Enumerate the important
roles of international
institutions and civil
societies including climate/
environmental movements

- Generate ways to encourage
movements to advocate for
more neutral states

Monday,
4.03

IPB

Niamh Aine Ní
Bhriain

Roger Cole

Gerhard Kofler

Bevan
Ramsden

Katerina
Anastasiou

Annemarie
Sancar

Session 6: Weaving
the past, present and
future of permanent
neutrality

a. Opening Preliminary and Review
of concepts from fifth session (10
mins, Michelle )

b. The Non-Aligned movement: past,
present and future (25 mins, Anu)

c. Workshop - Reimagining the
world with more permanent
neutral states (50 mins, Maria)

- Examine the Non-Aligned
movement experiences from
the past to the present and
future

- Synthesize the lessons
learned from the whole
course

- Plan an alternative future if

Monday,
11.03

Michelle
Clemente

Anuradha
Chenoy

Maria Teresa
Barrios
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d. Synthesis of lessons learned and
QnA (20 mins, Pascal)

e. Feedback Form (10 mins,
Michelle)

f. Closing Message (5 mins, Sean)

all the states are permanent
neutral

Pascal Lottaz
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Speakers List:

● Amela Skiljan, PhD Candidate in International Law, Co-chair of IALANA, Germany

● Annemarie Sancar, field of action in feminist peace policy, gender equalities and development
cooperation, former network coordinator of PeaceWomen around the Globe PWAG and
gender expert for swisspeace.

● Anuradha Chenoy, Adjunct Professor, Jindal Global University of India, Associate of IPB and
TNI

● Bevan Ramsden, Independent and Peaceful Australia Network (IPAN), Australia

● Corazon Valdez Fabros, Co-President International Peace Bureau, Philippines

● Enkhsaikhan Jargalsaikhan, IPB Board Member, Chairman of Blue Banner, Former Diplomat
of Mongolia

● Ernest Gibson Kpordotsi, IPB Board Member, Co-Founder and Director, Bureau of African
Peace, Ghana

● Gerhard Kofler, Action Alliance for Peace, Active Neutrality, and Non-Violence (AbFaNG),
Austria

● Heinz Gärtner, Academic Director Austrian Institute for International Affairs, Austria

● Jussi Hanhimäki, Finnish Professor and the Chair of the Department of International History
and Politics, Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, Switzerland

● Katerina Anastasiou, Project Coordinator Transform Europe, Austria

● Lisa Linda Natividad, Professor University of Guam, Guam

● Maria Teresa Barrios, Co-founder and President of the Ibero-American Alliance for Peace and
delegate of Argentina to the Global Campaign for Peace Education (GCPE)

● Niamh Aine Ni Bhriain, War and Pacification Programme Coordinator, Transnational Institute
(TNI), The Netherlands

● Pascal Lottaz, Assistant Professor Waseda Institute for Advanced Studies (WIAS), Adjunct
Professor for European Politics Temple University, Japan Campus, Japan

● Roberto Bolaños, Independent Attorney (mainly constitutional affairs and litigation for the
protection of human rights), Heredia, Costa Rica

● Roger Cole, Executive Director Peace and Neutrality Alliance (PANA), Ireland
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● Yurii Sheliazhenko, executive secretary of the Ukrainian Pacifist Movement, Member of the
Board of Directors of World BEYOND War, board member of the European Bureau for
Conscientious Objection, and a council member of the International Peace Bureau, Ukraine

● Sean Conner, Executive Director International Peace Bureau

● Michelle Clemente, Assistant Coordinator International Peace Bureau

● Emily Molinari, Assistant Coordinator International Peace Bureau
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