Human Security has gained broad acceptance internationally as a comprehensive policy response
to the many complex challenges to the safety and welfare of civilian populations. This book of-
fers a critique of mainstream versions of the doctrine, and also takes a new look at an issue which
many thought buried with the Cold War: the relationship between vast and growing military
expenditures and the needs of the world’s poor. Global military spending levels have once again
exceeded $1,000 billion, yet the subject remains a taboo, even within anti-poverty campaigns. The
‘war on terror’ has offered a whole new set of justifications for states to increase their arsenals,
including weapons of mass destruction — just at the time when intense pressure is being brought
to bear on all governments to accelerate progress towards the Millennium Development Goals.

Warfare or Welfare? also analyses the effects of a range of weapons systems — from
nuclear weapons to landmines, cluster bombs and small arms — on development. The
rapidly spreading network of military bases is also examined from this point of view.

The International Peace Bureau calls for a new worldwide campaign under the banner of ‘Dis-
armament for Development’, in order to bring together more effectively two important
sectors of civil society, and to empower us all to make challenges to the system of military
and economic domination which increasingly threatens the security of humanity as a whole.

The Geneva-based International Peace Bureau services a network of over 250 peace or-
ganisations around the world. Founded in 1891, it won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1910.
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