
THE INTERNATIONAL 
PEACE BUREAU

IPB is the oldest and most comprehensive of the international peace federations, 
covering a broad range of issues related to the prevention of war and violence. Our 
current main area of work is the Disarmament for Development Programme, 
based on the analysis outlined in this book. We also do work in a number of areas 
that can be considered as contributions to the broad goal of Human Security. 
These include women in peacemaking, human rights, conflict prevention/resolution 
and peace education. We have a special interest in promoting a greater public 
interest in peace history.

With 20 international and 230 national/local member organisations (plus 
individuals) in over 60 countries, IPB brings together people working for peace in 
many different sectors: not only pacifists but also women’s, youth, labour, religious, 
and professional bodies. IPB was founded in 1891 and won the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1910. Among the 13 IPB officers who have won the Nobel Prize in their own 
right was the Irish statesman Sean MacBride, President from 1974 to 1985. Every 
year IPB makes an official nomination for the Nobel Peace Prize, and also awards its 
own Sean MacBride Peace Prize. 

IPB has had Consultative Status with ECOSOC since 1977 and has been for many 
years the Secretariat for the NGO Committee for Disarmament (Geneva). 

IPB organises a Triennial Assembly and an annual Council meeting combined with 
an international conference. Day-by-day direction is given by an elected Steering 
Committee.

Our recent publications include: 
• From War to Peace, an analysis of 9 different peace negotiation processes;
• Peace is Possible, a collection of 31 short and readable stories of successful 

peacemaking; 
• Farewell to Bombs,  basic information on 7 weapons systems and efforts to 

ban or curb them; 
• Time to Abolish War! The Youth Agenda of the Hague Appeal for Peace; 

and
• The Report of IPB’s Geneva Conference on Peace Education. (in English and 

French)

IPB is funded by a mix of membership fees, private donations, foundation grants, 
government subsidies, publication sales and sub-letting income.

Hon. President: Amb. Jayantha Dhanapala, former UN Under-Secretary-General 
for Disarmament
President: Cora Weiss
Secretary-General: Colin Archer

Further information is obtainable from the Geneva Secretariat - or via website.

International Peace Bureau, 41 rue de Zürich, 1201 Geneva, Switzerland. 
Tel: +41-22-731-6429, fax: 738-9419. Email: mailbox@ipb.org, web: 
www.ipb.org 
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