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'�+��"6�� !7� >���!���� :6� '� ��  "!� " ��� )�:� � � "66" �!� �!�� �":!� 9"�� :�:!�� �����
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'�+��"6�� !�6�"������:C&���!��!���:"�)�:�'�:�:!�"�: ��99��!:�" ��!�!)�"��)�,��6" :�
8�:��)��:�:��������:&��� '�� �:�� '����:!����� �!�"  :�8�!)�!�:���"�:����"�6�"��:��
�99"�!:�� �!)�:�'����!�" 7��
��!)���9"����'+"��!�:� ��'��!�" :�� �'�9� �����'��!:�� '�
!)���'"6!�" �"9���G)��� �:�����!�=��66�"��)&��:��!� �:�!)��6�"6��&�� '��:6��������!)��
�":!� +�� ������� 6"6���!�" :&� !)�!�  ��'� !"� ��� 6�"!�� !�'&� ��!)��� !)�!� !)�� :!�!�� �:�
:��)�B��  �!�" ��� :�����!�� �66�"��)C7� �)�:� ��� :� !)� ��� ��:!� ��� �� �" !�"�� "+��� !)��
����!���� � '� '�9� ��� :6� '� �� ��� !)��6�"6��� �" ��� �'�B�+����"'�HC&�6��!���������
�:��+����:� ����!�46������" !����!�:�!"�!)������!�� ����'��!7��
�
��������� �������������!���������������
D�� �����+�� �:� �� �� "!)��:� !)�!� '��"������ �:� !)�"��! ������� !)�� ��:!� ��  ��� !"�
��)��+��:��)����" !�"�7��:�,������� ",&�G'��"�����= ��!��"�"���������"��:�9�"��!)��
� ��� !�*������ '���� :�G��������!)��6�"6��=7��!��: �:��9��+�'� !�!)�!��9�!)��6�"6���
����&�!)���,���������� �6�"6��=:�� !���:!7��:� "!�� +����"'���� ����� �!)��6":�!�" �"9�
�����&�'��"�������:��:����������6��:� !�!�+��9"���" 9��"+�� �� !&�,)����!)�������:�
��6��:� !� !)�� 6�"6��7� � � �����!�� )",�+��&� !)���� �:� !)�� ��:�� !)�!� !)�:��
��6��:� !�!�+�:�'�6��!�9�"��!)����"���� ����� '�!�� � '�!� '�!"��:��!)����6",���!"�
'�9� '� !)���� ", � � !���:!:� "�� !)�� " �:� "9� �� 6��!��� ���� ��"�6&� �� !�� '� !)�!� �:�
���� !��!�'� ��� !)�� �� �:� ��!,�� � ��" "���� � '� 6"��! ����� 6",��7� �)���� ���� ������
6�"+�:�" :�B:��)��:�!)��:�6���!�" �"9�6",��:C�!"��" � !���!)�:�!�� '&���!�,�������+��
!)�!� !)�� �4�:!� ��� "9� �� +���� !� � '� ��!�+�� ��+��� :" ���!�� � '� �!:� ��6����!�" � � �
�"+�� �� !��� �99���:� �:� � "!)���  ���::���� �" '�!�" � 9"�� '��"������ !"� ��&� �:�
����)��� 	� �"� � '�:�����'� �!� � � )�:� 9��"�:� *�!!�:�� ��� �''��::� B%�21C&� ��
I�"+�� �� !�"9�!)��6�"6��&���� !)��6�"6��&�9"��!)��6 �"6��J %7��)�� ���� �"���"9���+���
:"���!�� � � �" :"��'�!� �� � '� :�:!�� � �� '��"������ � :�  ",� ,�'���� ���"� �:�' � �
!)�"��)�!)����!���!����" �!)��:��K��!7��
�
"��#���� �������������!���������������
������!�� )�:� ��,��:� ��� � � '� ����� :� �� ���� 9� �!�" &� �9�  "!� !)�� ���� 9� �!�" &� "9�
� �� :!�!�&� 6��������� �����:�� !)�� :��+�+��� "9� !)�� :! �!�� �!:��9� �:� �!� :!���&� ��!� ��:"�
�����:����!�-� :������" �!)����:!�!��!"�6�"+�'��9"� �!)����:�����!� 17��"�������"�!�!)�:�
9� �!�" &� :!�!�:� �4����:�� !)�� �" "6"��� "+��� ����!�� �!��+�"�� ��� !)�"��)� '�99��� !�

                                                 
1 Quoted from the Gettysburg Address to be found at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gettysburg_Address  
2 Caparini, Marina (2003) Civil Society and democratic oversight of the security sector: a preliminary 
investigation, DCAF, p.1, http://www.dcaf.ch/civsoc/proj_governance.pdf 
3 Here is the idea of the social contract as first suggested by Hugo Grotius (1583-1645). The social contract 
consists of implied agreements by which free people join to form nations and maintain a social order. Individuals 
submit themselves to a common authority renouncing some of their liberties in order to see their rights protected.  



 4 
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���"�'� ���,�!)�!)�� ��':�� '�� !���:!:�"9�:"���!�& �,��,"��'�������!)�!�!)�����:!�
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� �!)�:�6�6��&�,��,�����""���!�)",�!)���" !�"��"9�! )������'�9"���:�'"�:�� '�:)"��'�
!����6������ �'��"���!���:"���!��:&�,�!)���:6������ 9"��:�" �!)���"���"9���+���� :�� '�
��+��� :"���!�7� D�� ,���� !)���9"��� '�9� �� ,)�!� ,�� � ' ��:!� '� ��� !)�� �" ��6!:� "9�
��+���� �� '���+���:"���!�&���9"����""�� ���!�!)��' �99��� !��"�6" � !:�"9�!)��6�"��::�
���'� �� !"� � � ����'� 9"���:� � !��+� !�" &�  ������ :�� ���!�� � '� '�9� ��� 6"����&�
��'��!� �&� 6�"������ !� � '� �"��� '7� �)�:� ,���� ���", � �:� !"� �'� !�9�� )",�
'��"���!�����+���� ��" !�"��"9�!)������'�9"���:��� ���:!�����4����:�'�� '��!�,)�!�
:!���:7��
�
���'"� ��!)�:&�,��,������:"��'� !�9��,)����6��::��� ��� �����4����:�'�" ���'��!�� '�
��:"��������"��!�" �'���:�" :&���!)"��)�,�������+�� !)�!������:�9"��!)����'��!�" �"9�
'�9� ���� '�:�����!��:6� '� ����:!��"�)� '�� �)� '� ,�!)�6��::���:�9"���)� ��:�� �
'�9� ��� � '� :�����!�� 6��"��!��:7� ���)� �)� ��:� �"��' � ��:!� ��� ��)��+�'� ��� ��
��'�9� �!�" � "9� !)�� ����'� 9"���:=� �� '�!�&� ��:�'� 9" �� � :!� ��� " � �� '�:!� �!�" �
��!,�� � '�99��� !� !�6�:� "9� � !��+� !�" :�B����!���! �� � '� ������!���!�� " �:C� � '� ��
���" :�'���!�" � "9� !)�� L�� !�!�� � '� L����!�� "9� !�"" 6:� � '� ��:� ��:7� D)���� !)�:�
:��" '��:6��!��:� "!�!)��6��"��!��!"6���"9�!)�:�6�6 ��&�,��,�������6��!�� ��� '�,)� �
�4��� � ��!)��'�99��� !������� !:7��
�
����������
D)�!� ,�� ���� �" ��� �'� ��"�!� � � !)�:�6�6��� �:� !)�� �� :�� !)�!� !)�� ����'�9"���:� ����
'�+��!�� 9�"�� !)���� "���� ��� �� '�!�� !"� 6�"!��!� !)��  �!�" &� �!:� 6�"6��� � '� �!:�
� !���:!:7� D�� � 9"�!� �!���� � ",� !)�!� !)���� ���� �� �� ��:�:� � � )�:!"��� ,���� !)��
����'�9"���:�,)�����:�'�!"�������"�!�L��!��� 6"6��� ��6"�����:&�"���+� �� !��+� �'�
� !�� ����� !"� :!�� ����6�"!�:!:�B"9!� � � '� �� �6� � � ��+��� ,��:C�"�� !"� "66��::� �!) ���
�� "��!��:� B:"��!���:� ���'� �� !"� �� "��'�:C7� �:� ,�� "�!�� �'� � � !)�� :��" '�
6������6)&� !)���� �:� �� ��:�� !)�!� !)�� �����:� B!)�� " � :� ��:"� �" !�"��� �� !)�� ����'�
9"���:C� �:�� !)����6",��� !"� '�9� '� � !���:!:� !)�!� �� ��  "!� !)":�� "9� !)��  �!�" 7� ��!��
!)���� �:� ��:"� !)�� ��:�� !)�!� !)�� ����'�9"���:� �:��6� �9�"�� !)�!� �" !�"�� � '� ���"���
� ���!" "�"�:�9"������6�����"9�"66":� ��!"�!)��6"�� !�������!)"��!��B����!�����"�6:�
:"��!���:� ���'� �� !"� !)�� �:!����:)�� !� "9� ����!���� '��!�!"�:)�6:�8� �7�7� �)����=01&�
	�������=��&�
���:!� �=00&�=33�� '����0&��)���� '�� ��2<C $7�� :�'��!)������'�9"���:&�
!)���� �:� ��6����6!�" �"9� :�����!�� � '� '�9� ��� �::�� :� !)�!� ���)!� ���L��!�� '�99��� !�
9�"��!)�!�"9�!)���"��" �6�"6��7�� �!)�!�:� :�&��!�� :�+������6"�!� !�!)�!�!)������'�
9"���:� ��� �" !�"���'� ��� 6�"6��� !)�!� ����  "!� 6��!� "9 � !)��&� ���� �� :���� !)�!� !)���
"6���!��� �!)��6��:��!�"9�!)��:"���!�=:�� !���:!:7� ���)�6�"6������������'���+���� :&���
��+���� ���� �� ��6��:" �,)"��:� "!����������"9�!)������'�9"���: 7��)�:���!)���:��6���

                                                 
4 In Turkey, the army is firmly opposed to fundamentalism. It has played quite a role in maintaining a democratic 
and secular State in line with Atatürk’s republican heritage. It led various military coups in ’60, ’71, ’80 and ’97.    
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�'��:� !)�"��)� '�99��� !� �)�  ��:&� � '� !��� !"� ��!��� ��!�� !)��� ��"� '� � �
� :!�!�!�" ���:�'�:!���!����� �"�'���!"���+��!)���+ "���7��
�
�)�������� �����'� '�9� �!�" :�"9���+���:"���!�&�� '� �+� � '�99��� !� � !��6��!�!�" :�"9�
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�::"���!�" ��� ��"�6� �:� � � �� :"���!�&� � '� !)�� 6���� �� �46��::�" � "9� !)�� � !���:!&�
6��"��!��:&�����+� ��:&�� '�+����:���"� '�,)��)�!)" :���::"���!�" :�������:�' J27�D��
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6��+�!����:� �::�:�� '�!)�����::"���!�" :�B�����:�� !)�����6��:� !�6��+�!��� '�6�"9�!�
"��� !�!�'�� !���:!:C7���+���:"���!�&�6"��!�����6�� !��:�� '�!)��6��+�!��:��!"��!"��!)���
�" :!�!�!�� !)��  " #�"+�� �� !��� :��!"�7� ���� '�9� �! �" � !)�:� � ���'�:� ���� �� ':� "9�
 " #6�"9�!� �*�:&� �)���!��:&� �"��� �!�� ��"�6:&� :"��� �� �"+��� !:&� 9��!)#��:�'�
"��� �-�!�" :&�,"�� =:��::"���!�" :&����'������ :!� !�!�" :�� '�!)� ��!� �:7��
�
� � �� '��"�����&� !)�� 6"��!����� ���'��:� ���� +�:!�'� ,� !)� !)�� '��"���!��� ����!������
�����:��!)�����������!�'�B'����!���"��� '����!��C�� ��!)��6�"6���,)"�!)�������46��::�
!)��6"6�����,���7�
"��!�����6��!��:�6������9� '��� !����"���� �!)��9"�����!�" �"9�!)�!�
6"6����� ,���� � '� �!:� �)�  ���� �� !"�!)�� �"+�� �� !� �� ��+��7� �)�:�)",�+��� '"�:�  "!�
 ���::������ ��� � !)�!� !)��� B!)�� 6"��!����� ���'��:� �  '� !)�� 6"��!����� 6��!��:C�
��6��:� !� !)�� 6"6����� ,���� '��� �� !)���� ,)"��� �� '� !�� � '� " � �+���� �::�� 07� ��+���
:"���!�����",:�9"�������!�� ��" !� ��!��� �!)���46� �::�" �"9�!)�!�6"6�����,�������" '�
!)��6��!�:� � �� ':��6�� � '� !)�� ����� ����!"���� ����� &� �:� ,���� �:� � ���� �� �!� !"� ���
�46��::�'�" �6��!������� �::��:� � '�  "!�K�:!� �� ��"�� ��6"��!����� "��� !�!�" 7�D)����:�
:"��� ��+��� :"���!�� ��"�6:� '"� )�+�� �� ��"���� :"���!�� � 6��:6��!�+�� B����� 6"��!�����
6��!��:C&� �� �� ��+��� :"���!�� ��"�6:� � � 9��!� �" �� ! ��!�� " � +���� :6���9��� �::��:� "��

                                                 
5 For an overview of some of the most common definitions of the term civil society, and a debate over its 
contribution to democracy, see: Scholte, Jan Aart (2007) “Global Civil Society – Opportunity or obstacle for 
democracy?” in Development Dialogue, Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation, Uppsala, Sweden, No. 49, November 
2007, pp. 15-27  
6 Caparini, Marina and Philipp Fluri, Mapping Civil Society in Defence and Security Affairs: An Agenda for 
Research, DCAF Civil Society Programme, p.1, http://www.dcaf.ch/civsoc/proj_mapping.pdf  
7 Idem, p.2 
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�.����'��'
&%��*�
�%"�
��%
(%�� 
�� �
�
�"�� !)�� ����'� 9"���:� !"� � !��+� �� � � �� 6��!������� � �:�&� !)���� ��:!� ��� �� 9� ���
'���:�" � "9� ��!������ 6�"���'� �� !"� � � ����'� � !��+�  !�" 7� @",�+��&� !)�� +����
�4�:!� ��� "9� ����'� 9"���:� � '� ���� !)�� ����!�'� "��� �:�!�" ��� �:6��!:&� !)��
����"��!�" � "9� �� :�����!�� � '� '�9� ��� :!��!���� B,)�  � !"� � !��+� �C� �:� ,���� �:� ��
'�6�"��� !� :!��!����B)",� !"� � !��+� �C� � '� ���� !)��  ���::���� ��:"����� ���"��!�" �
'���:�" :���6����!�����"!�"9�6�"6����"� ��9������" '�!)�����������!����:!�99&��� ��
� !����!�" :� ��!,�� � ���� !)�:�� '�99��� !� �� ':� "9� 6 �"6��&� �"!:� "9� '���:�" :� � '�
���� !��� ��:"����:7� D�� ,���� �"� !)�"��)� �� +���� :��6� �9��'� :�)���� "9� !)�� '�99��� !�
:!���:�"9�!)��6�"��::����'� ��!"�� �����'�9"���:�"6 ���!�" �� �"�'���!"�:���,)"�!)��
���� 6�"6��� � '� � :!�!�!�" :� ���7� D)���� �!� �:� +���� ' �99����!� !"� �� �����-�� " � !)�:��
:��K��!:&�,��,����'"�"�����:!�!"�6����"�!�:"���!�� ':�!"�)��6��:�� �"���� ���:�:7��
�
���������"��#����������� %��/�"�0�

                                                 
8 In explaining the emergence and rise in scope of the civil society in modern democracies, many authors argue it 
is a reaction to the failings of democracy in politics. There is no doubt that the situation of democracy nowadays 
is unsatisfactory in various aspects (it might well be “the worst form of government except all others that have 
been tried”, as Sir Winston Churchill expressed it). But we think that enormous changes in the quantity and 
rapidity of information diffused on an expanding number of issues and to an enlarged circle of people have 
played a more important role in the emergence of modern civil society than the failing of democracy in politics, 
which is not a new phenomenon as such.  
9 Caparini, Marina and Philipp Fluri, Mapping Civil Society in Defence and Security Affairs: An Agenda for 
Research, DCAF Civil Society Programme, p.2, http://www.dcaf.ch/civsoc/proj_mapping.pdf  
10 Most of this paragraph is taken from National Security Policy (2005), Backgrounder, Geneva Centre for the 
Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF), 5p. 
http://www.dcaf.ch/publications/kms/details.cfm?lng=en&id=18417&nav1=4 
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�" ��� � ��!)������"��!�" �"9�!)����
&��!��:���:"�! )���4���!�+��!)�!�'�:�� �!�:�!)��
'��9!� �� �"'�&� ,)��)� �� � ��� �� :6���9��� :�����!�� "�� � &� �� :!� '� �� "�� � � �'#)"��
�"���!!��� "�� �+� � !)�� ���� �!� �!:��9&� �:� ,���� �:� �! :� ,"��� �� 6�"��'���:7� �)��
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��6��:� !�!�+�:� "9� !)�� ����'�9"���:&� ����:��!�+�� �" ���!!��:� � '� � ����:� ���� ,�!)�
�� �:!���:�  "!� !��'�!�" ����� �::"���!�'� ,�!)� !)�� :� ����!�� :��!"�&� :��)� �:� !)":�� "9�
�������!���&�!�� :6"�!&�)���!)&��������!�" �� '�9� � ������� ����� !��"'��:J %�7��"�
                                                 
11 The Westphalian conception of the state (relating to the 1648 Peace of Westphalia) is based on the concepts of  
nation-state and sovereignty. A sovereign nation-state is self determined, has a territorial base and does not 
tolerate the implication of external actors in internal issues.  
12 National Security Policy (2005), Backgrounder, Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces 
(DCAF), p.4.  
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"9�!)����'��!�!)�"��)���'�!:&�� L�����:&�)���� �:��  '���6"�!:7�D)����:��!��:�:!����!)��
�4���!�+�� !)�!� ��!�� :� !)�� "+��,)���� �� � 9��� ��� "  � ��'��!� � '� 6�"������ !&�
6������� !:��� �6����B'�6� '� ��" �!)�����99��!�+�� 6",��C�L��!�����"���� ���9���!� ��
�)� ��:�� �6��"��!��:�� '�6����6!�" :���" ��!)��6�� ���7�� �"�'���!"��������9��9���!)�:�
9� �!�" &� 6������� !���� :� :)"��'� ��� ����6!�+�� !"� ! )�:�� �)� ��:� ��� :!��� ��
����::�����!"� " #�"+�� �� !�����!"�:&�6��!�������� ���+���:"���!�7���
�
�)�� 6��+�!�� :��!"�� � '� �!:� !��'�� �::"���!�" :� �� �� �� !"� ��� L��!�� � 9��� !���� � �
'�9� �����'��!� ��� '�6�"������ !���!!��:���!)"��)�  "!�9"�������� +"�+�'�� �!)��
6�"��::7� �)�� '�9� ��� � '�:!��� � � 6��!������� �:� )��) ��� '�6� '� !� " � �"+�� �� !�
�46� '�!���:&� � '� !)���9"��� !���:� !"� � 9��� ��� '�9�  ��� ��'��!� � '� 6�"������ !�
'���:�" :7� �����:�� "9� !)�� :��!"�=:� ��6��!� " � !)��  � !�" ��� ��" "�� %2&� � '� �!:�
                                                 
13 National Security Policy (2005), Backgrounder, Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces 
(DCAF), p.4 
14 This paragraph is based on two backgrounders from the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed 
Forces (DCAF): Parliament’s Role in Defence Procurement (2006) and Parliament’s Role in Defence Budgeting 
(2006) 
15 Here, ‘equipment’ refers to material that is intended for military use only (from weapons to ammunitions, 
trucks, food and clothing). ‘Services’ concerns all kinds of activities necessary for the armed forces operational 
capabilities (from food service and logistical support to intelligence collection and analysis) 
16 An argument often used to support spending on the defence sector is its positive impact on job creation. 
However, a study by the Institute for Policy Studies showed that in the US, public dollars invested in health care, 
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:�� �9��� !�9� � �������:"����:�B:��� ������� ����",C����",� ���!�!"�9� � ������6��� :&�
�"+�� �� !:� � '�6������� !:� ���� :� :�!�+�� !"� !)�� :� �!"�=:� � !���:!:7� ���!)���"��&�
6������� !���� :� "9!� � !��� !"� ���"��!�� �"+�� �� !� : 6� '� �� 9"�� 6�"K��!:� !)�!� ����
� !� '�'� 6���������  "!� " ��� !"� :��+�� 6��!������� ��! � ��:"� �"���� � !���:!:7� �)�:�
6)� "�� " &� � ", � �:� G6"��#������=� 6"��!��:&� �:� )", �+��� '�99����!� !"� !�����
6����:���&���!��!!��6!:�!"��:!����:)�9�����:�:)",�� !��:�+����:�� �9��� ! %07�
�
�
�� ������� �2���!��������3�������������������� �B���2C�
�
 
Rank 

 
Name 

Country/ 
location 

Defence revenue (in 
million US$) 

 
% of total revenue 

1 Lockheed Martin U.S. 36’090 91 
2 Boeing U.S. 30’800 50.0 
3 BAE Systems  U.S. 25’070 93.0 
4 Northrop Grumman U.K. 23’649 78.4 
5 Raytheon U.S. 19’500 96.1 
6 General Dynamics U.S. 18’769 78.0 
7 EADS Europe 13’202 25.4 
8 L-3 Communications U.S. 9’989 80.1 
9 Finmeccanica Italy 9’057 55.0 
10 United Technologies U.S. 7’652 16.0 

�"����.�;�9� :���,:7�"� �
�
�
@���� ���� &� ,�� �� � :��� !)�!� �":!� "9� !)�� 6�"6��� � +"�+�'� � � '�9� ��� ��'��!� � '�
6�"������ !���!!��:�������+���� :&���!�!)�!���+���: "���!���:� "!�9"�������� +"�+�'��!�
��� 7�@",�+��&� �"�6���'� !"� !)�� ��
� 6�"��::&� '�9� ��� ��' ��!� �� � '� 6�"������ !�
6�"��::�:� ���� �"��� G'��"���!��=� :� ��� !)��� � +"�+��  ��"!��!�" :� ��!,�� �
�4���!�+�:�� '�6������� !:�� '�!)�:���:)����"9�6",� �7��)�:��:��:6��������!�����:�!)��
�4���!�+�� �:� !)��+"���� "9� !)�� �":!�6",��9���6"��!�� ��� ��"�6� � � �� �"� !��&� ,)����:�
!)��6������� !���6��:� !:�����!)��6�"6���B"���!���� :!�����!)����K"��6"��!�������"�6:C7��
�
&���������4�������������!�
�)�� ����!���� �:� �)����!���:�'� ��� �� :!�" �� )������)� ���� :!���!���� � '� !)�� "�����!�" �
9"���+�����������"9�!)������'�9"���:�!"�:����!�!"�� !:�:�6���"�:�� '�!"��4���!��!)��
"�'��:�)��)�:���� ���+� 7�� �'��"���!���:!�!�:&�!)� �)��)�:!�6":�!�" �� �!)�:��)�� �"9�
�"��� '� �:� ��,��:� !)�� )��)�:!� �" :!�!�!�" ����� �:!� ���:)�'� ��+���� � ��!)"��!�&�
+�:!�'� ,�!)� '��"���!��� ����!����� %�7� � � !)�:�� :!�!�:&� !)�� �"��� '��� � � �)��9� "9�
!)�� ����'�9"���:� �:� !)��)��'�"9�!)�� �!�!��B!)��6��: �'� !� � �!)�� 
 �!�'� �!�!�:� � '�
��� ��&� !)�� �)� ����"�� � � *���� �� "�� !)�� �" ���)� � � !)�� 
 �!�'� N� �'"�C&�
��� � �� !)�� ����'� 9"���:� ��  "!� � ����� � � ����'� �" 9���!� ,�!)"�!� )�:M)���
                                                                                                                                                         
education, mass transit and construction create more jobs than investing an equivalent amount in the military. 
For education and mass transit, twice as many jobs would be created. It is available at http://www.ips-
dc.org/reports/071001-jobcreation.pdf  
17 Citizens Against Government Waste is an organization that establishes every year a ‘Congressional  Pig Book 
Summary’, which is an exposé of the major pork-barrel politicians and projects in the US (available at 
http://www.cagw.org/site/PageServer?pagename=reports_pigbook2007). Estimates for the 2007 spending on 
pork projects in the defence sector are of US$10.8 billions.  
18 This is a fundamental provision of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) Code of 
Conduct on Politico-Military Aspects of Security (Art. 21), to which some of the biggest military powers are 
parties (including the United States of America, the United Kingdom, France, the Russian Federation and 
Germany).  
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D)�!� ,�� )�+��  "!���'� ��� ��6�'��� �"� �� !)�"��)� !)�� 6 �"��::� ���'� �� !"� � � ����'�
9"���:� � !��+� !�" � �:� !)�!� 6�"6��� ,�!)� � 9��� ��� "  � ��!!��:� "9� '�9� ��� � '�
                                                 
19 In Switzerland, legislative committees established by the parliament for the drafting of a specific law, consult 
widely with civil society and other non-governmental actors to get a general feedback of the prevailing positions 
on the issue. Analysts explain it as being a strategy to avoid particular groups opposing a referendum to the final 
draft law, as any law voted by the parliament might be submitted to this procedure (some are automatically), 
thereby delaying or even cancelling its implementation.  
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� � �����'�"9�,)�!�!)���6�"��:�'7��)�� ��:!��4�:!� �� � :!�!�!�" ���:�'� ���"� !�����!��
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!)����������:"�'�99��� !���� :�!"��4��!�6��::����" �!)�:��� '�+�'���:&���!)"��)�!)���
)�+��  "� "�����!�" :� !"� ��'�7� 	"���� �� !)��� � '� ���� �� 6������ � �")��� ���:�

                                                 
20 Some civil society groups however do not have any interest in influencing the decision process since they hold 
fundamentally incompatible or extremist positions.  
21 When there is a constitutional possibility to dissolve the parliament, it is only the head of the state (top 
executive official) that has the power to decide so. Equally, and only when constitutionally established, the 
executive can be forced to leave office by the parliament.  
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22 In Schreier, Fred and Marina Caparini (2005), Privatising Security: Law, Practice and Governance of Private 
Military and Security Companies, Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF), 
Occasional Paper n°6. 
23 Private Military Companies, Private Security Companies, Private Military Firms, Private Military Contractors, 
Military Service Providers, Private Military Industry… are as much designations used in the media and the 
literature to designate the same phenomena. We chose to call them Private Military and Security Companies 
(PMSC) since this label includes all kinds of businesses offering services on the market that have traditionally 
been carried out by states in the sectors of defence and security.  
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Mercenaries are individuals taking part in an armed conflict who are essentially 
motivated by profit and do not show much concern for who or what they are fighting 
for. It is one of the world’s oldest professions. Be it in ancient history (Egyptians and 
Greeks), the Middle Ages (feudal armies all over Europe) or modern history, there are 
many cases of rulers hiring individuals to supplement their troops. The best and most 
complete definition of a mercenary is probably to be found in the 1st Additional 
Protocol to the Geneva Conventions of 1977: 
�
Art 47. Mercenaries 
1. A mercenary shall not have the right to be a combatant or a prisoner of war. 
2. A mercenary is any person who: 
(a) is specially recruited locally or abroad in order to fight in an armed conflict; 
(b) does, in fact, take a direct part in the hostilities; 
(c) is motivated to take part in the hostilities essentially by the desire for private gain 
and, in fact, is promised, by or on behalf of a Party to the conflict, material 
compensation substantially in excess of that promised or paid to combatants of 
similar ranks and functions in the armed forces of that Party; 
(d) is neither a national of a Party to the conflict nor a resident of territory controlled 
by a Party to the conflict; 
(e) is not a member of the armed forces of a Party to the conflict; and 
(f) has not been sent by a State  
 
In fact, “the private military market was delegitimated by the end of the 1800s for 
both material and normative reasons. The practice of hiring foreign soldiers was 
universally condemned and legislated against, culminating in the Geneva 
Conventions that withdrew from mercenaries the legal protections that soldiers 
enjoyed in warfare” (Singer, 2006, p. 42).  There is also the International Convention 

                                                 
24 While regular US or UK infantry soldiers get paid an average of 70 US$ a day, PMSC in Iraq typically pay 
their employees from 500 up to 1’500 US$ a day (War on Want, Corporate Mercenaries). 
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against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries of 4th December 
1989, although there only are 30 State parties25 not including any of the members of 
the UN Security Council nor any other big power. The point is that PMSCs and their 
staff do not strictly belong to the category of mercenaries although some of their 
employees might have been individual mercenaries in the past.  
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25 State parties to the Convention are: Azerbaijan, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Cameroon, Costa Rica, Croatia, 
Cuba, Cyprus, Georgia, Guinea, Italy, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Republic of 
Moldova, New Zealand, Peru, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Suriname, Togo, Turkmenistan, 
Ukraine, Uruguay and Uzbekistan (as of 4th December 2007).   
26 Corporate Mercenaries: the threat of private military and security companies, War on Want report, October 
2006, 28 p. 
27 Singer, Peter W., Can’t win with ‘em, can’t go to war without ‘em: private military contractors and 
counterinsurgency, Brookings policy Paper n°4, September 2007, 21 p. 
28 From June 2004 to August 2006, Blackwater was paid US$ 230 million by the Bush administration just to 
provide diplomatic security overseas (J. Scahill, Mercenary jackpot, The Nation, 28 August 2006 in War on 
Want report, 2006) 
29 Avant, Deborah (2005)The Market for Force: The Consequence of Privatising Security, Cambridge University 
Press, New York, p.9, as quoted in Born, Hans, Marina Caparini and Eden Cole (2007) Regulating Private 
Security in Europe: Status and Prospects, DCAF Policy Papers n°20, p.1  
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The shootings by Blackwater private security company on September 16th 2007 in Iraq, 
resulting in the death of 17 civilians and the wounding of 13, raised once again the 
problematic issue of PMSCs. Blackwater said it reacted “lawfully and appropriately” to 
an attack on a U.S. convoy, although the Iraqi Interior Ministry says Blackwater’s 
agents opened fire first and at random after mortar rounds landed near the convoy. This 
came at a time when in the U.S. the popularity of the war in Iraq was at its lowest level 
since it began.  
 

There have been reactions both from 
the governments and civil society. The 
Iraqi Government announced the 
suspension of Blackwater’s license and 
said it will review the legal status of all 
private security firms working in the 
country. In the U.S., a hearing of 
Blackwater’s CEO Erik Prince has 
been undertaken at the Congress as 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
promised to the Iraqi Prime Minister a 

through investigation into what happened. Mr Richard Griffin, a representative of the 
State Department, has also been submitted to the procedure. There have been 
complaints from US army generals and officers about Blackwater’s agents’ outrageous 
behaviour, which is opposite to the army’s policies. Codepink, a women’s peace action 
group, went to protest at the company’s office and the State Department in Washington 
to call for their expulsion from Iraq. This action is part of the global movement calling 
for the end of the war in Iraq.  
 
Although Blackwater resumed its work in Iraq after a short three-day suspension, this 
particular story raises more general concerns about the effects of contracting PMSCs 
on military objectives, political issues and diplomatic relations. There are staggering 
amounts of taxpayers’ money involved in these contracts ($678 millions on Blackwater 
alone since the Iraq war began), and these companies often maintain very good and 
close relations with extremely influential political and military personalities.  
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33 As mentioned in Singer’s 2007 report, according to a study by the Project for Excellence in Journalism called 
“A media mystery: Private Security Companies in Iraq”, only less than 1% of the war coverage by the US press 
concerns or mentions PMSC.  
34 Singer, Peter W., Can’t win with ‘em, can’t go to war without ‘em: private military contractors and 
counterinsurgency, Brookings Policy Paper n°4, September 2007, 21 p. 
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35 Weapons of terror : Freeing the World of Nuclear, Biological and Chemical arms, The Weapons of Mass 
Destruction Commission, final report, Stockholm, Sweden, 1 June 2006, p.60  
36 There are however changes in this conception, linked to the newly developed applications of low yield tactical 
and earth penetrator nuclear weapons. In a report released on 21st January 2008 by five of its most senior former 
military officers and strategists, NATO is considering pre-emptive nuclear strikes as a key option to halt the 
imminent spread of nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction (The Guardian, 22nd January 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/nato/story/0,,2244782,00.html ).  
37 Born, Hans  (2007) National Governance of Nuclear Weapons : Opportunities and Constrains, Policy Paper 
n°15, Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF), p.2 
38 It is commonly assumed that a large scale nuclear war would bring about worldwide devastation as a 
consequence of the nuclear winter it would cause.   
39 Figures vary due to the uncertainties of the status of some weapons (i.e. whether deployed, non-active or 
dismantled).  
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40 Ware, Alyn, Nuclear Stockpiles, http://www.nuclearfiles.org/menu/key-issues/nuclear-
weapons/basics/nuclear-stockpiles.htm  
41 North Korea withdrew from the Non-Proliferation Treaty in 2003, and in 2005 claimed to possess functional 
nuclear weapons. It reported a successful test on October 2006, although most experts and intelligence officials 
believe it was only partly successful, the yield of the bomb being lower than 1 kiloton.  
42 There are only 4 States that are not parties to the NPT, and this is particularly inconvenient as they are all de 
facto nuclear weapon states (India, Pakistan, Israel and North Korea) 

Worldwide nuclear weapons stockplies (1945-2005) 

Source : johnstonsarchive.com 
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43 Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, 1996, art. 1 
44 Most of this paragraph is taken from Born, Hans (2007) National Governance of Nuclear Weapons : 
Opportunities and Constrains, Policy Paper n°15, Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces 
(DCAF), 18p. and Slocombe, Walter B. (2006) Democratic Civilian Control of Nuclear Weapons, Policy Paper 
n°12, Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF), 26p. 
45 Slocombe, Walter B. (2006) Democratic Civilian Control of Nuclear Weapons, Policy Paper n°12, Geneva 
Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF), p.8 
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46 Slocombe, Walter B. (2006) Democratic Civilian Control of Nuclear Weapons, Policy Paper n°12, Geneva 
Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF), p.10 
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47 Slocombe, Walter B. (2006) Democratic Civilian Control of Nuclear Weapons, Policy Paper n°12, Geneva 
Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF), p.14 
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48 Of about 30 000 nuclear weapons existing worldwide, 4 600 are on high alert status (ready to be launched at a 
few minutes notice) – see Ware, Alyn, Nuclear Stockpiles, http://www.nuclearfiles.org/menu/key-issues/nuclear-
weapons/basics/nuclear-stockpiles.htm 
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